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INTRODUCTION 
This is the second of three Trails recording some people 
who were accidentally killed, either at work, or 
pursuing their leisure activities. 

The first Trail took you around the Victorian Section of 

the cemetery and covered the period around 1900. 

This second Trail will take you mainly around the 
Modern Section of the Cemetery covering the period 
1924 through to 1958. A short section of the Trail, 
adjacent to Lime Avenue, at the edge of the Victorian 
Section will visit the graves of some people who were 

killed around 1900. 

This period saw a decline in the number of 'Deaths by 
Drowning' but, an increase in road traffic accidents and 
accidents at work. Railway safety on passenger lines 
made an improvement during this time, although this 
Trail does record a number of rail deaths in depots and 
sidings. 

The Trail will also visit a number of people who died 
during military incidents around the time of the WWII. 
The events of the Baedeker Raid of 29 April 1942 are 
not covered and this will form a separate Trail to be 

issued in 2022 to commemorate the 80th Anniversary 

of that tragic event 

The Cemetery Burial Registers provide only limited 
assistance in determining the number of people who 
were accidentally killed and are buried in the cemetery. 
They record the cause of death only between 21 

January 1837, when the Cemetery opened, and 21 
December 1927, when a new Register without the 
appropriate column was purchased. 

Consequently, this Trail is based on those monuments 
that include the word 'accident' or 'killed' in their 
inscription, together with a few where 'local 
knowledge' enables their inclusion. 

THE TRAIL 

!! FOR YOU OWN SAFETY PLEASE KEEP TO THE PATHS AT ALL TIMES !! 

From the entrance, turn right to pass the Gatehouse 
and other buildings. Make your way to the Cross of 

Sacrifice via a gap in the hedge, turn left then 3rd right. 
Ahead, with the Cross on your left and go through a 
gap in another hedge. Turn immediately to your right. 
To the left of the grave (in front of you) to Ada & 
Herbert Cooper is a kerbed grave with a slate plaque 
to John Copley. 
 

1. John Copley (Age 21) 

John was the eldest son of 

John W and Hilda Copley 
and lived at 2 Elvington 

Terrace, James Street. 

John died in Doncaster 
Royal Infirmary on 7 July 
1946, aged 21. His Death 
Certificate records that he 
had 'acute intestinal 
obstructions' and 

'Mesenteric Adenitis' 
(Inflamed lymph glands 
in the abdomen) and that 
he underwent surgery on 
the day of his death. 

Strictly speaking, his is not an 'Accidental Death', but 

his story is of interest.  He was one of the 48,000 
'Bevin Boys' (named after Ernest Bevin the Minister of 
Labour & National Service) who were conscripted to 
work in the UK coal mines between December 1943 
and March 1948. 

At the start of the war the Government, 
underestimating the value of strong young miners, 

conscripted them into the armed forces. By mid to late 
1943, the shortage of miners meant that Britain was 
becoming desperately short of coal for domestic use, 
as well as the industrial war effort. 

Consequently, the decision was taken to send some 
conscripts, aged 18-25, to work in the mines.  The 

selection process was random. Each week a digit was 
drawn from a hat which contained all ten digits, 0-9. 
All men liable for call-up that week whose National 

Service registration number ended in that digit were 
directed to work in the mines. 

Exceptions were made for the unfit and those with 
special military skills. The miners came from many 

different trades and professions, from desk work to 
heavy manual labour - politicians, actors, authors, 
sportsmen, comedians, etc, etc. 

They received 4 weeks training above ground followed 
by 2 weeks underground. They were supplied with a 
helmet and a pair of boots and told to wear their oldest 
clothes. Without uniforms they were often stopped and 

questioned about avoiding call-up. And many people 
assumed they were conscientious objectors. 

The programme was wound up in 1948. The Bevin 
Boys received neither medals nor, unlike armed forces 
personnel, the right to return to their old jobs. Despite 
being conscripted into the armed forces they have no 

official War Record nor recognition from the CWGC 
(Commonwealth War Graves Commission).   

Continued overleaf 
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John Copley continued 

It was not until 1995, 50 years after VE Day, in a 
speech by Queen Elizabeth II were they recognised as 
contributors to the War Effort. 

On 20 June 2007 the Government announced that the 
Bevin Boys would be rewarded with a Veterans Badge 
in recognition of their efforts. The first badges were 

awarded on 25 March 2008 on the 60th anniversary of 
the discharge of the last Bevin Boys. 

He is buried with his mother and stepfather. 

Ahead. Just before the kerbed grave with a large stone 
cross on your left is the kerbed grave with a CWGC 
Monument to W A Lain. 
 

2. William Anthony 'Tony' Lain (Aged 17) 

Air Accident 

Tony, a Trainee Motor 
Mechanic, was the son of 
William Ernest, an 
Instrument Fitter of 12 
Charlton Street, 
Bishopthorpe Road, and 
Elsie Richell. 

As Cadet Tony Lain, he 
was a member of the 
110th City of York 
Squadron, Air Training 
Corps, who, in July 1946, 

were on their annual 
camp at the Central 

Gunnery School, RAF 
Leconfield. As part of the camp, the Cadets were being 
taken as passengers on training flights. 

The Wellington aircraft concerned in this incident had 
suffered an engine malfunction prior to take-off, and 
the two cadets already down to have a flight on that 

aircraft were allocated to a different aircraft to have 
their trip. The faulty aircraft was soon repaired and two 
further cadets, Tony Lain & Robert Hall, were allowed 
to go up in this original aircraft for what became the 
ill-fated flight. 

The flight took off at around 14.00hrs on 26 July 1946, 
they flew northwards towards the North York Moors. 

The pilot of the Wellington carried out a Bomber 
Affiliation training exercise with other aircraft, the 
Wellington being subjected to a number of dummy 
attacks by two Spitfires. 

It was during one of these attacks and 25 minutes into 
the flight that tragedy struck; one of the Spitfires was 
making a head-on attack on the Wellington when the 

pilot of the Spitfire misjudged the distance between 
the two aircraft. The two aircraft collided head on over 
Appleton le Moors. 

The Wellington partly broke up in the air, with parts 
being scattered across the main street and houses in 

the village. Both aircraft, including the main section of 

the Wellington came down in flames on and near the 
village football field. 

There were no survivors. 

The pilot was W/O Henryk Szwedowski RAF, aged 45, 

of Poland and the other Cadet was Robert Hall, aged 

16, of 116 Archbishop Holgate Grammar School ATC. 

He was still at school and is buried in Lawnswood 
Cemetery, Leeds. 

Tony shares this grave with his parents, William and 
Elsie. 

Ahead. Note the CWGC Headstone (white) to TH 

Rowley set back on your left. Forward and to the left 
of this grave is the unmarked grave to Arthur Henry 
Horwell.  
 

3. Arthur Henry (Harry) Horwell (Aged 48) 

Industrial Accident 

At 04.24 on the morning of 27 October 1949 the 

residents of York were awakened by a massive 
explosion at the Power Station on Foss Islands Road. 

The explosion, which was heard five miles away, 
occurred when a riveted joint in Boiler No 1 gave way.  
The instantaneous release of the stored steam energy 
broke the massive boiler into three main parts, each 
weighing about 25 tons, propelled them through the 
walls and roof of the building and deposited them up 
to 150 ft away. 

Two sections of the boiler wrecked the destructor 
building at the rear of the power station. The third 
section demolished the wall between the boiler and the 
main engine room, coming to rest on top of one of the 
turbo-alternators. In the process it brought down the 

overhead travelling cranes. A third of the building was 
destroyed. 

Foss Islands Road was completely blocked with debris 
preventing emergency vehicles getting to the scene. 

There were 9 staff on duty at the time, eight of whom 
were very fortunate: 

Joseph Wood (Charge Engineer). In trying to get out, 
fell down a manhole and suffered back injuries. 

Francis Shackleton (Switchboard Attendant). He was 
on a gantry over the Engine Room. On making his way 
to the exit, he was hit on the head by debris and briefly 
trapped. He freed himself and made an exit. 

Timothy Snowden (Turbine Driver). He escaped with 
cuts and bruises and a sprained ankle. 

Eric Smith & Douglas Winn (Stokers). They had 

been propelled along the boiler aisle by the blast. 
Smith was dazed, but Winn had the presence of mind 
to shut down the remaining boilers. 

Jack Wilkinson (Fitter) & James Duncan (Ash Plant 
Attendant). They were well away from the explosion 
and were not physically affected. 

George Stead Had been drinking a cup of tea in the 

Mess Room and was blown through a window. He was 
found by a policeman wandering on Foss Islands Road. 

The ninth person, 'Harry' Horwell (Furnace 
Cleaner/Boiler-man) was less fortunate: 

Harry, a married man with 2 daughters, Mary & Sheila, 
lived in Fourth Avenue, Tang Hall.  

Continued overleaf 
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Arthur Henry (Harry) Horwell continued 

Harry had been working on his own and, initially, his 

whereabouts were uncertain. Police believed there was 
a remote chance that he might have escaped and was 
wandering about the City dazed and suffering from 
shock. 

Sadly, this was not the case as he had died instantly 
having been crushed under tons of rubble. His body 

was recovered five days later. 

Harry shares this unmarked grave with his wife, Bertha. 

Ahead for a few paces. On your right is the CWGC 
headstone to R Winteringham. 
 

4. Ronald Herbert B 'Bud' Winteringham 
(Aged 17) - Military Accident 

Bud was born in 
Lanchester, Co Durham,  

the son of Herbert, owner 
of an Outfitters in 
Clarence Street, and 
Sarah Jane Watson. 

Like Tony Lain, he had 
been a member of the 
100th City of York 

Squadron ATC before 
joining the 10th Battalion 
Duke of Wellington's 
(West Riding) Regiment. 

On 17 January 1945 he 
was on an exercise with members of the Durham Light 
Infantry, based at Felton, when he and 9 others were 

drowned. All the lads were under 19 years of age. 

They were taking part in a military training exercise in 
an assault boat on the River Coquet at Guyzance, 
Northumberland. The purpose of  the exercise, which 
involved crossing the river in 2 boats, was designed to 
teach the inexperienced lads how to handle the boats. 

The boats they were using were made of canvas and 
wood, with a flat wooden floor. The craft were 
considered safe for this type of exercise. 

It had been raining heavily and the river was in flood. 
The point of crossing was about half a mile upstream 
of a weir with a bend in the river which takes the 
weight of the water to the side. The 70 yard long weir 

has a 12ft drop into a pool which is about 30ft deep 
and 30ft wide. 

From 0930 to 1000 hrs, the men were given a half hour 
lesson by Second Lieutenant George Leslie Renills, who 
was in charge of the Party, in how to handle the boats. 
Six men and a Non-Commissioned Officer got into the 
first boat and began crossing the swollen River Coquet. 

Whilst Renills was inspecting the second boat, he 
realised the first boat was drifting as the men were not 

paddling correctly. He went to them, told them how to 
paddle, and climbed into the boat to help them. 

When he reached the other side he noticed the second 
boat, with 10 the lads on board, was going down 

stream. He shouted to them to get across, but the boat 
drifted sideways and it got back to the original side 

where two of the men in the rear of the boat grabbed 

some of the overhanging branches.   

Unfortunately, the branches gave way and the boat 
began drifting downstream towards the weir. All men 
got out of the boat before the strong and fast current 
pulled them and the boat over the weir. Five of the men 
come to the surface and tried to swim, but were 

pressed down by the force of the water and the weight 
of their heavy equipment and they disappeared. 

All ten drowned. The bodies were found at various 
places downstream in the following days and months, 
the last being recovered on 28 May, some 4 months 
after the accident. 

'Bud' is the only occupant of this grave. 

Ahead to 'T' junction and turn left. Turn left at the next 
junction. Ahead toward the end of this path. On your 
left and just before the black headstone to Charles and 
Edith Cable is the unmarked grave to Lydia Helstrip. 
 

5. Lydia Helstrip (Aged 80) - Air Accident 

Lydia, widow of George Helstrip who had died 7 
months earlier, lived at 34 Askham Lane and was killed 
on 05 March 1945 during a visit to her sister, Laura 

Thompson who lived at 28 Nunthorpe Grove. 

On the late afternoon of that day, squadrons of No.6 
Group Bomber Command had taken off from various 
airfields in N. Yorkshire to undertake a bombing raid 
on Chemnitz, Germany. During the half hour it took to 

get all the aircraft off the ground, a layer of freezing 
cloud came down. 

A Halifax bomber belonging to the Royal Canadian Air 
Force took off from Linton on Ouse, circled, to allow 
the rest of the Squadron to get in the air, then set 
course for the target area, flying due South over York. 

Flying at around 10,000 feet, the freezing cloud caused 
the aircraft's surfaces to ice up and the aircraft got out 

of control, and it went into a very fast and uncontrolled 
dive. 

The pilot managed to pull the aircraft out of the dive 
and it levelled off at around 2,000 ft. However, the 
stresses involved in the manoeuvre caused part of the 

starboard wing to break off. The aircraft then yawed 
and rolled violently causing further structural failures 

before spinning and crashing to the ground. 

The starboard outer engine broke away and landed 
just outside Nunthorpe Secondary school. Further 
detached wreckage and bombs were located over a 
wide area. 

The fuselage fell on Nos 26 & 28 Nunthorpe Grove, 
killing Lydia Helstrip, Laura Thompson and five crew 

members in the plane. A sixth crew member baled out 
of the aircraft, but he was too low for his parachute to 
deploy and he fell into School grounds just behind the 
main crash site.  

Some of the bombs on the plane exploded. 

The wireless operator, with one other were able to 
jump from the aircraft before it spun into the ground.  
In some respects the wireless operator was very lucky. 

Continued overleaf 
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Lydia Helstrip continued 

Whilst his parachute didn't have time to properly open, 

the blast from one of the exploding bombs caused an 
updraught that aided his parachute to open. As he 
descended again the parachute then caught up in trees 
and a garden shed which broke his fall. However, he 
struck a wall which seriously injured his back. 

He had two strokes of luck. The one described above, 
and while being treated in hospital he met his future 
wife. 

People were on the crash scene within minutes and 
they began searching for survivors. Unfortunately, 

fifteen minutes after the crash one of the 500lb bombs 
exploded in the post-crash fire, causing further 
damage and killing three rescuers and injuring many 

more. 

In all some thirty houses were damaged, two being 
totally destroyed. 

Lydia shares this grave with her husband, George. 

Ahead. Toward the end of the path on the right is the 
ridged grey ledger* grave marker (*covering the entire 
grave) with horizontal cross monument to Michael 
John Buckle. 
 

6. Michael John Buckle (Aged 21) - Air Accident 

Michael, the son of 
Edward, a retired Bank 
Manager, and Florence of 

Westlands Grove, was a 
Sergeant in the RAF 
Voluntary Reserve. 

On 11 January 1943 he 
was a member of an 
Anglo-Canadian crew of 8 
consisting of 5 pupils,   
pilot, navigator and 
wireless operator/air 

gunner which took off in 
an Armstrong Whitworth 
Whitley V from RAF 

Tilstock, near Wrexham, on a night navigational 
exercise. 

There appears to be no official record of this incident. 
This suggests that it was highly classified information 

and suppressed as far as the public was concerned. 

The plane took off at around 20.45 hrs, failed to gain 
height and crashed into high ground at Gwernto Bach 
about 7 miles NWN of Wrexham. There is a report that 
the plane was on fire before it crashed. 

7 Crew members, including Michael, were killed on 
impact. 

George Edwards, who ran a local taxi/bus service, 
having spotted the flames, hastened to the scene 
where he found one crew member critically injured but 

still alive. Seeking to save time he drove him to 
Wrexham Hospital. Sadly the man died on the way.   

The following day, the local policeman, PC Will Jones, 

who, it was claimed, was 'otherwise occupied' in the 
'Four Crosses' public house, gave George a stiff 
reprimand for interfering in the incident.  

He informed George that, instead of taking the 

casualty to hospital he should have gone back to the 

village to find him so he, the Constable, could alert the 
relevant authorities! 

Michael is buried with his parents. 

Ahead to 'T' junction. Turn right with the low wall on 
your right. Go up the steps just before the grave to 

Isaac Ruston Blake. The second grave behind Isaac is 
that of Nancy Tolson 
 

7. Nancy Mary Hayston Tolson (Aged 20) 
Motoring Accident 

Nancy was the 
4th child of John 
and Emma   

Tolston and lived 

in Penleys Grove 
Street with her 
parents. She 
had been a close 
friend of Norman 
Edward Fossey, 
a shoe shop 

Manager, of 
Sheffield for over 12 months. 

On 02 July 1933 Norman left home, calling at Nancy's 
home on their way to a holiday in Somerset. They were 
travelling on Norman's motor cycle. Norman was an 
experienced motor cyclist, having covered some 

132,000 miles in eight years (16,550/year). 

They were at Walsgrave on the approach to Coventry 
when they were in collision with a car. The car was 
travelling in the opposite direction and was pulling into 
a garage on the off-side of the road. The motor cycle 
struck the nearside of the car and both driver and 
pillion were thrown from the machine. 

 Evidence suggested that the view of both drivers was 
obscured from each other when the motor cycle 
entered a dip in the straight road about 100 yds from 
the accident. 

Norman received terrible injuries to the face and head 
and died instantly. Nancy received head injuries and a 

fractured arm and wrist. She died in the Coventry & 

Warwickshire Hospital later that day. 

The wearing of motorcycle crash helmets became law 
in 1973. 

Nancy is the only occupant of this grave. Norman is 
buried elsewhere. The grave monument acknowledges 
Norman and includes the inscription 'In death not 
divided' 

Ahead to just short of the far 'T' junction. The ridged 
ledger third from the junction on you left marks the 
grave of Daniel Ernest Mooney     
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8. Daniel Ernest Mooney (Aged 75) 

Motoring Accident 

Daniel was of Irish 
descent and was born in 
Prince Edward Island, 
Canada in 1864. He 
served an engineering 

apprenticeship in Boston 
Massachusetts leaving in 
1883 to receive further 
training with a company 
of lamp-makers. 

From 1886 to 1887, aged 
23, he was employed in 
New Jersey by a company 

of bridge builders. After 
which he worked in 

locomotive repair and erection works in New Jersey 

and Pennsylvania. From 1899-1901, aged 36, he was 
employed in Cuba, being responsible for the 
reconditioning of locomotives and machinery for sugar 
plantations. 

During his American experiences he was asked to 

stand as a candidate for Congress, but declined. 

He came to England in 1902 joining the Armstrong 
Oiler Co, becoming its Managing Director in 1904 and 
Chairman in 1935 (Aged 71). He married Violet Annie 
Garbutt in 1909 and became a naturalised British 
Subject in February 1916, aged 52 (14 years after 

arriving in England). 

During his association with Armstrong Oiler Company, 
he designed all the machinery and tools required for 
the production of railway axle-box lubricators. 

The Company Works (in Wellington Row near Lendal 
Bridge) were demolished in the late 1980's to make 
may for the Aviva Insurance building. Armstrong Oiler 

lubricators are now manufactured by the North Yorks 
Railway. 

Daniel was tragically killed in a road accident during 
WWII 'Blackout' on 5 November 1939. He was walking 
in the street near his home on The Mount, when he 
was struck by a car and knocked to the ground. He 
never regained consciousness. 

WWII 'Blackout' commenced on 01 September 1939, 
two days before the outbreak of war. As part of the 
'Blackout', street lights were switched off or dimmed 
and traffic lights and vehicle headlights were fitted with 

slotted covers to deflect the beam down to the floor. 

Thousands of people died in road accidents. So, to help 
prevent accidents white stripes were painted on the 
roads, trees and lamp-posts. People were encouraged 
to walk facing the traffic and men were advised to 

leave their shirt-tails hanging out so they could be seen 
by cars with dimmed headlights. 

Apart from the road deaths, many people were injured 
tripping up, falling down steps, or bumping into things. 

Daniel's was the fifth such road death in York in a little 
over 8 weeks following the start of the war. 

He is buried with his wife, Violet Annie. 

Ahead to the 'T' junction and turn left. Ahead. Stop at 
the second path junction on your left. Opposite this 
path, on your right, is the Communal Grave. 

9. Communal Grave - WWII Incident 

York was subject 
to 3 bombing 
raids in the latter 
half of 1940, 
killing 2 people. 
These raids raised 

in the minds of 
York Council the 
real possibility 
that future raids 
could result in 

many deaths and the need to intern many unidentified 
bodies.   

In April 1941 it was agreed to construct a 40ft long, 

9ft wide and 10ft deep brick lined communal grave. 
The grave, in 9in brickwork, would be in 2 
compartments with each compartment taking 40 

bodies with 4 bodies in each 'stack'. The grave was 
capped off with steel girders at 4ft centre supporting 
4ft square precast concrete slabs. The whole of the 
grave was covered in 18in of topsoil. The cost of the 
communal grave was £222-14s-6d. (£222.72½) 

In the event, all victims of the 10 bombing raids on 
York (including the Baedeker Raid of 29 April 1942 
which claimed 94 victims) were identified and claimed 
by their family. 

Whilst not used for its original purpose, 4 victims of 
the Baedeker Raid (Betty Pope, aged 6, Ella Jackson, 

aged 21, Lillian Cammidge, aged 52 and Martha Howe, 
aged 61) and 1 victim (Thomas Marsh) of the 24 
September 1942 raid are interred here. 

The cost of each burial was 25s (£1.25) plus the 
Minister's Fee. 

The 4 victims of the Baedeker Raid are placed in a 
'stack' at the right end of the grave and a brick wall 

has been built to seal off the 'stack'. The coffins would 
have been surrounded in compacted clay. 

In recent years, the cemetery staff have been in the 
section containing the body of Thomas Marsh. 
Thomas's skeleton is visible, the coffin has rotted over 

the years but has left an imprint in the compacted clay 

surround. 
Thomas Marsh 

Around 01.08 hrs on 24 September 1942 an enemy 
plane approached the City and dropped flares in the 
Woodlands Grove area. Shortly afterwards many 

incendiaries and some 19 bombs were dropped in the 
St John's Street, Lord Mayor's Walk, Hungate and 
Aldwark area of York. 

There were 5 minor injuries and 1 death. That of 84 
year old retired Miller, Thomas Marsh, who died from 

shock when the upper room of his house at 32 Aldwark 
caught fire. 

Continue along this path with the wall and hedge on 
your right. Turn left at the next junction on your left. 

Just beyond the pink Capaldi monument on your left 
turn right onto an indistinct path. Just beyond the 1st 
tree on your left locate the grave to Elizabeth and 
George Newland. Behind the Newland grave and one 
grave to the left is the kerbed grave of Ernest Harris 
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10. Ernest Harris (Aged 38) - Cycling Accident 

Ernest, an Engine Driver, 
was born in Scarborough 
and married Rose Mabel 
Crow in York in 1925. In 
1938 they were living in 
Albert Street, Hull Road. 

They did not have any 
children. 

On 08 January 1938 he, 
and a companion, Harold 
Atkinson, were cycling 
home together from work 
and had crossed Lendal 

Bridge and were 

approaching the junction 
of Museum Street with Lendal. In those days, a right 
turn was permitted into Lendal 

Atkinson said that Ernest put his hand out and turned 
to his right into Lendal. 

A bus was approaching from the opposite direction. 

The driver, Albert Thompson, said he did not see Ernest 
put his hand out and claimed that he made a sudden 
turn. He did, however, observe a car close behind the 
cyclists travelling at about 26-28 mph. The car 
swerved to the right in an attempt to avoid Ernest, but 
had to swing back again as the bus was in the way. 

The driver of the car, Charles Boyes, an Insurance 

Clerk, of Station Road, Haxby, said he was driving at 
about 20-25 mph and he only saw one cyclist who, 
when the car was within a yard or two of him, put out 
his hand and turned suddenly into Lendal. 

The car collided with the bicycle, knocking Ernest to 
the ground causing severe head injuries which 

rendered him unconscious. He was taken to York 
County Hospital where he died of his injuries 11 days 
later. 

Ernest is buried with his wife, Rose Mabel. 

Return to the path with the Capaldi grave. Turn right 
away from the houses. After 20 paces and just before 
the next path on your left, turn right just before the 

Rev Edward Milner grave onto a very indistinct path. 
After 30 paces note the black headstone to Edith & 
Louie Stimpson on your right. Behind this grave and to 
its left is the rear of the grave of   Walter Vincent 
 

11. Walter Vincent (Aged 25) - Industrial Accident 

Walter was the fifth child 
of Harry and Annie, living 
at home at Jackson Street, 

The Groves. At the time of 
his death, he was 
employed as a Labourer 
at the Sugar Beet Factory 
on Boroughbridge Road. 

On Sunday, 20 June 1937 

he was labouring at the 
Factory for Frank 
Rowlands, an Electrician. 
They were working on a 
conveyor which had 

overhead lamps to illuminate the conveyor. The lamps 

were the old brass type which weren't well earthed or 

insulated. Walter's head struck one of the overhead 
lamps from which he received an electric shock. He 
died instantly. 

There are two things of interest in this case; 

1. The Inquest Jury urged that the electric lights 

should be shielded in some way. Mr K E T Wilkinson, 
who represented the British Sugar Corporation, the 
owners of the factory, said that the Corporation were 
always anxious to safeguard their employees and ' .... 
they would give close attention to any reasonable 
suggestion'! 

2. Frank Rowlands, the electrician, said that, in his 

opinion, the lights were in the safest place possible. He 

went on to say that 'If Walter had been wearing his 
cap the accident would not have happened'!. 

Walter shares this grave with his parents, Harry & 
Annie, and his married sister Amy Mary Swindells who 
died aged 33 years. 

Return to the main path and turn right. After 10 paces 

turn left onto a path with a low wall on your left. 
Immediately after the first tree on your right is the 
kerbed grave to Harry Burroughs 
 

12. Harry Burroughs (Aged 49) - Railway Accident 

Harry, a Widower, 
was employed as a 

Fitter's Labourer at 
the South Durham 

Steel & Iron 
Company works of 
West Hartlepool. 

On 03 September 
1946, he was with 
a colleague 

walking adjacent to one of the sidings within the Works. 
It was raining at the time and the path was wet and 
greasy. 

Two versions of the accident were given at the inquest; 

1. His colleague stated that Harry stumbled and fell 

partly on the adjacent railway line. A locomotive was 
within a few paces of Harry and was able to stop within 

a few yards. Unfortunately, the locomotive struck 
Harry. 

2.  Another witness said that he thought Harry had 
been struck by the engine before he fell into its path. 

Whichever version was correct, Harry was taken to the 
Cameron Hospital, West Hartlepool where he was 
found to be dead on arrival. He was buried with his 

mother in York Cemetery. 

This was the second fatality at the Works within two 
weeks. The Coroner suggested that the probable cause 
of the fatalities was 'over familiarity' on the part of the 

men who was used to working amongst moving 
engines. 
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Retrace your steps & turn left. Ahead to the first path 

on your right, next to Rev Reginald Bainton's grave. 

Turn right. Ahead passing the ‘Angels’ on your left. 
Ahead passing the restored white monument to the 
Peacock family on your right. At cross junction, ahead 
to the large black monument to Pritchard on your left. 
8 graves from the path amongst the vegetation on your 

right is the grave of Alfred Wilson. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Pritchard 
Grave 

!! DO NOT LEAVE THE PATH !! 

13. Alfred Wilson (Aged 26) - Railway Accident 

Alfred was the eldest child 
of Thomas and Annie 
Wilson and he lived at 85 
Union Terrace, York. He 

joined the Railway as an 

Engine Cleaner before 
progressing to become a 
Fireman. 

On 27 November 1909 he 

was the fireman on the 
Lancashire and Yorkshire 
Railway travelling from 
Manchester to York with 
driver James Riley. The 
train reached Sowerby 

Bridge Station when Alfred alighted from the cab to 

attend to a rear lamp that had gone out. 

For reasons better known to himself, he chose to climb 

down into the space between the tracks (six-foot) 
rather than onto the platform. Shortly after he had 

alighted a second engine pulled alongside and the 
driver told James Riley that he had knocked someone 
down. 

They found Alfred lying on his back in the six-foot, 
suffering from severe injuries having been hit by the 

second engine. He died in Halifax Infirmary. Had he 
alighted from the platform side he would have escaped 
the accident. 
Alfred is buried with his parents and Aunt Emma. 

Return to the cross junction and turn right. Pass under 
the Pergola and turn right onto Lime Avenue. 

Between the two trees on the right is the child's grave 

to Susan Leslie Walker. Set well back from this path 
amongst the vegetation are the adjacent graves of 
John (Jack) Plummer and Florence Umpleby who 
were involved in separate incidents.                                            
 

 

!! DO NOT LEAVE THE PATH !! 

14. John (Jack) Plummer (Aged 14) 
Cycling Accident 

John was the seventh (of 

eight) child of Thomas, a 
Domestic Coachman, and 
Louisa Plummer of Ivy 
Cottages, Clifton. 

John was a York Minster 
Choirboy & by all 
accounts, had an 

exceptionally beautiful 
voice with a very high 
register. He was regarded 

as one of the most 
promising members the 
Choir had had for a 

number of years. 

On 29 June 1908 he was riding his bicycle down 
Bootham on his way to the St Peter's Day Festival at 
the Minster. He recognised a gentleman of his 
acquaintance and gave him a cheery wave. Removing 
his hand from the handlebar caused him to wobble and 
fall off his bicycle. Unfortunately, at that moment he 

was being overtaken by a horse-drawn cab, and one of 
the cab's wheels ran over him. 

The assistance of three doctors was obtained and he 

was taken to hospital where he died from internal 
injuries soon after admission. 

Thousands of people attended the Minster for his 
funeral. The Choir, where the service took place, was 

crowded long before the arrival of the mourners, and 
large numbers congregated in the Nave, whilst others 
remained outside. 

Before and after the service the Minster bells were 
tolled.  

The epitaph is quite apt; 

'.... Whom it pleased God to take to Himself whilst on 
his way to His duty at the Minster on St Peter's Day 

1908.' 

He shares this grave with his Parents, Thomas & Louisa. 

  

Susan Walker 

Graves 
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15. Florence Umpleby (Aged 43) - Rail Accident 

Florence was the Spinster 
daughter of Thomas, a 
Railway Porter, and Ann 
Umpleby of 214 Burton 
Stone Lane, York. She 
was an Assistant Mistress 

at Shipton Street Council 
School where she had 
been employed for nearly 
twenty years and had 
gained a reputation as a 
very capable and 
painstaking teacher. 

Her sister, Mabel, was a 

Grade Over-looker in the 
card box mill at Rowntree Cocoa Works. The two sisters 
had been in the habit of taking holidays together as 
the Rowntree Works holiday week coincided with the 
first week of the School holidays. 

At the end of July 1924, the two sisters joined a party 

of several hundred English women and girls making a 
conducted holiday tour of Scotland.  They met up with 
a fellow traveller, Ellen Fountain from London on arrival 
at Haymarket Station, Edinburgh. Initially, the three 
ladies decided to make their own way to their lodgings. 
However, they were persuaded to join a group of 30 

who had decided to go by train. A fateful decision. 

The group boarded the third from last coach of the 

6.41 pm Inner Circle Suburban train. As this train was 
about to set off, it was struck from the rear by the 6.51 
pm Waverley to Kirkliston passenger train. 

At the moment of the collision, the second train was 
travelling at about 10 mph. The collision caused the 

second coach from the rear of Florence's train to mount 
the frame of the vehicle in front (Florence's coach). 
Several compartments of this coach were crushed 
together with very serious results. 

A total of five passengers were killed and a further 54 
injured; of the injured, 12 suffered from fractures, and 
the remainder from minor injury or shock effect. 

Florence was one of four tourists killed and her sister, 
Mabel, was one of 17 tourists injured. Ellen Fountain 
also lost her life. 

This accident is fully documented and details can be 
found on-line. 

Florence is buried with her brother. 

Return to the Pergola. Continue down Lime Avenue 
to the end of the lawned area on your left & note the 
headstone to William Gretton on your left. One grave 
away from the path is the unmarked Public* grave of 
Austin Price. 

* Refer to the 'Public Graves Trail' for an understanding 
of the concept of Public Graves. 

 

 

 

 

16. Austin Price (Aged 24) - Rail Accident 

Austin William Price, who 
was also known as 
William Winter, was the 
adopted son of Ann 
Winter, a widow, some 60 
years his senior. They 

lived in Walmgate. 

On 20 October 1887, 
Austin was working at the 
York Railway Goods 
Warehouse, lifting a cask 

of glass off a rulley (a flat 
four-wheeled horse 
drawn wagon used for 

conveying goods) onto a 
rail wagon. He took the obvious stance when lifting a 
heavy load - he placed one foot on the rulley and the 

other on the rail wagon. 

While he was carrying out this task, four rail wagons 
were shunted into the one Austin was working on. 
Austin lost his balance, fell on the rails and two of the 
shunted wagons passed over his right arm and 

shoulder. 

Austin suffered from a compound fracture of the right 
arm, and a severe laceration round the shoulder. He 
died later in hospital. 

Austin shares a grave with 11 unrelated people. His 
adoptive mother erected a plaque in his memory. 

Ahead to within 20 paces of the cross junction with the 
Chapel ahead of you on the right. Note the headstone 
to the Forbes family on the left. Just before this 
monument and beyond a flat monument away from 
the path is the unmarked grave to Charles Deighton 

 

17. Charles Deighton (Aged 40) - Traffic Accident 

Charles was married to Mary Jane Stroughair and they 
had five children. They lived at St Mary's Row, 
Bishophill. He was a Drayman in the employment of 
Messrs Manstead & Wood of Micklegate. 

On 18 August 1882 he was riding a horse down 

Micklegate Hill when the animal slipped on the 

cobbles* and fell. Unfortunately, Charles fell under the 
body of the horse and received severe crush injuries. 
As he fell, his head came into contact with the 
kerbstone causing him severe injuries to his head. 

He was taken to York County Hospital where he died a 
short time later. 

* 'Cobbles' - this is extracted from the newspaper 
reports of the day. Micklegate is currently surfaced in 

setts (dressed stones with a flat top surface) 

Charles is buried in a Public grave with 26 unrelated 
people. 

Ahead to cross junction and turn left. Go just beyond 
the black monument to Lucy Smith on your left. Walk 

& look behind & to the right of this grave to see the 
kerbed grave with round flower pot to Robert 
Paterson (see Photographs overleaf) 
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18. Robert Paterson (Aged 56) - Industrial Accident 

Robert lived at 68 
James Street, York. 
At the time of his 
death, on 23 
December 1931, he 
was employed on the 

construction of 
extensions to Leeds 
University in 
Woodhouse Lane. 

Robert & another 
workman E Gardham, 
were standing near a 

crane waiting for a 

load to be craned into 
position. Cranes at 
this time were steam 
operated using steel 
ropes and pulleys. 

Whilst moving the load, the crane jib began to fall from 

a height of 20-30 feet. 

The crane driver, Samuel Osbourne, shouted a warning 
to the two men. Gardham had a lucky escape and 
managed to jump clear in time. 

However, Robert was less fortunate. The jib struck him 
on the head, fracturing his skull and rendered him 

unconscious. He was taken to Leeds Infirmary where 

he died later that evening. 

At the inquest the crane driver stated that, in his 
opinion, the jib fell owing to failure of a pulley, which 
allowed the rope to pay out. He claimed that the pulley 
& fittings were examined and oiled every week and no 
defect had been found. 

Robert is buried with two other family members 

Ahead. Turn right at the 2nd junction onto the wide path 
with the Cross of Sacrifice visible in the distance. 
After 10 paces note the adjacent monuments to Annie 
Barron and Annie Elizabeth Williams  on your right. 
 

19. Annie (Nancy) Barron (Aged 58) &  

Annie Elizabeth Williams - Accident in the Home 

Nancy was born in Leeds and moved to York when her 
father, Thomas H Barron, was appointed the City 
Accountant for York Corporation. 

In June 1930 she lived at 11 Acomb Road with her 

brother, Arthur and invalid sister-in-law, also called 

Annie. Arthur Barron was a Chartered Accountant with 

a Practice (Barron & Barron) in Minster Gates. He was 
also Chapter Clerk of York Minster. 

On 18 June 1930 there had been a thunderstorm. 
Shortly after the storm, Nancy, Annie (Sister-in-law) 
and their friend, Annie Elizabeth Williams from 

Sheffield, were sitting in the house when they heard a 
noise in the cellar. 

Nancy & Annie Williams went to the head of the cellar 
stairs with a lighted candle. On reaching the top of the 
stairs, the flame came into contact with a rush of 
fumes from the cellar. Both ladies were at once 
enveloped in flames, setting fire to their clothing. 

Despite their predicament, Nancy was able to call for 

assistance of two neighbours, who did all they could to 
extinguish the burning clothing. However, both ladies 
were severely burned to their face, arms and legs. 
They were taken to the Purey-Cust Nursing Home 
where they died the following day. 

There was some mystery concerning the cause of the 

explosion:- 

1. The brickwork forming the cellar sump was noted to 
be disturbed and it was thought that the heavy rain 
during the thunderstorm could, somehow, have 
caused a build up of sewer gas in the cellar. 

2. An analytical chemist who examined the cellar two 

days after the accident, said that he smelt petrol as 
soon as he entered the cellar. He thought whist it was 

possible that sewer gas had got into the cellar, he 
considered the most probable cause was petrol vapour 
escaping from an improperly corked or uncorked bottle. 

Three weeks prior to the accident, Nancy had been 
seen filling two bottles with petrol.  Following the 

accident, one of these bottles was noted to be 
uncorked and full of water. 

Nancy Barron is buried on her own and Annie Williams 
is buried in the adjacent grave with her husband Capt. 

Tom Henry Williams who died in September 1947. 

Ahead about 10 paces to the 'CWGC' headstone to 
Bernard Noel Hanratty on your left 
 

20. Bernard Noel Hanratty - Air Accident 

The headstone is of 
interest. 

Whilst it appears to be a 
Commonwealth War 
Grave Commission 
(CWGC) type, you will 
note that it has an ‘ogee’ 

shaped ‘crown’ with its 
top corners cut away. This 
feature indicates that it 
has been provided 
officially by the army 
after death in service. 

CWGC headstones for 
British Service Personnel 

have a flat curved top. 

Continued overleaf 
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Bernard Noel Hanratty continued 

There are only two graves in York Cemetery with this 

form of headstone - this one and one to Sergeant 
David Hawksby, RASC, who died in 1990. These have 
been privately provided for servicemen who died 
outside the qualifying periods for a CWGC headstone, 
(4 August 1914 to 31 August 1921 and 3 September 
1939 to 31 December 1947) but whose family wanted 

to show that they were serving members of one of the 
armed forces. 

Both graves are maintained by the CWGC. 

Bernard Noel Hanratty was born in Dublin and at the 
time of his death was a Flight Lieutenant with 264 
Squadron. 

On 13th June 1953 there was to be an exercise 

involving Meteors aircraft from 264 Squadron and 
aircraft from other squadrons over the Tees area. 
During the afternoon of the exercise bad weather 
called for the abandonment of the exercise. 

However, so as not to disappoint the Army, the 
Squadron Leader, Jim Lomas, agreed to deliver a mock 
attack to exercise the defences at Thornaby and 
Ouston airfields. Lomas was to pilot one of the Meteors 
and Bernard was to be his Navigator. 

Lomas, who was married with one child, was an 
experienced pilot having been awarded the DFC in 
1945 and the AFC with Bar some years later. He had a 
reputation as a crack night-fighter pilot. 

 Lomas ordered the Meteors from 264 Squadron to fly 
at 2000 feet, descend through the cloud and dummy 
attack the targets at their discretion. Due to a slight 
error in descending through the cloud, the aircraft 
clipped the steep escarpment on the Eston Hills, one 
mile south of Eston Nab, near Redcar and crashed 
killing both men. The crash occurred around 18.45 

hours and the wreckage was spread over a wide area. 

One of the bodies was found under a large piece of the 
fuselage, the other was found some distance away. 

Bernard is buried on his own 

Ahead. Pass the Cross of Sacrifice and go down the 
slope toward the road. Note the headstone to William 

Neville Broadley on your left. Facing this monument is 

the white headstone to Barry Campbell Kirkpatrick 
 

21. Barry Campbell Kirkpatrick (Aged 26) 

Air Accident 

Barry was born in New 
Zealand and came to 
England in May 1953, 
where he married Patricia 
Hollingsworth, from 

Aldershot, in 1954. They 
had 2 children. 

On 16 January 1958, 
Barry was piloting one of 
two Vampires jet planes 
on a training exercise 
from RAF Swinderby in 

Lincolnshire when the 

two planes collided over 
Nottingham. There was a 

terrific explosion with wreckage falling over an area of 
several square miles. All four occupants of the planes 
were killed, their bodies falling between Nottingham 
Racecourse and Holme Pierrepoint some 1.5 miles 

apart. 

People at a nearby market had a very lucky escape 
when a piece of the wreckage, about the size of a 
dustbin, came through the glass roof of the market. It 
narrowly missed the market owner, three assistants 
and two female shoppers. However, it sliced through 

hot water pipes and the 6 people were drenched in hot 
water. 

Less fortunate was Mona Collis, aged 33, a mother of 
two children who was working in a factory canteen 
close to the Racecourse. A witness, John Whittlam, 
said that as Mona was about to serve him with tea, 
there was a loud explosion. He saw Mona fall and 

initially thought that the tea urn had exploded. 
Unfortunately, a large piece of plane wreckage had 
come through the canteen roof, hitting Mona and 
killing her instantly. 

Barry is buried with his wife Patricia. 

Return toward the Cross of Sacrifice. Turn left 
through the gap in the hedge and make you way to the 

start of the walk. 

Please refer overleaf for the TRAIL MAP 

We really hope you enjoyed this trail. Why not try another one. 
We hope you enjoyed this trail & that it inspired you to find out more about York Cemetery. A 

trail of this kind can give only a flavour of what is on offer, so why not: 

• Try one of our guided walks 

• Become a Friend of York Cemetery 

• Become a Volunteer 

(Pick up a leaflet or see the website for more details) 

This Trail was prepared by Dennis Shaw in 2019. Artwork by Keith Lea
 

 
Tel: 01904 610578 

Email: yorkcemeteryvolunteers@gmail.com 

www.yorkcemetery.org.uk 

 

Regd. Charity No. 

701091 

Friends of York Cemetery 
The Cemetery Gatehouse 

Cemetery Road 

York YO10 5AJ 
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Friends of York Cemetery 

Accidental Deaths – Not a Good Way to Go 

Approx. time 
1½ hours + 

Registered Charity 
No. 701091 
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