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INTRODUCTION
This Trail will take you around the 8 acres of the 
Victorian Section of the Cemetery, visiting 22 graves 
of people who were accidentally killed either at work 
or pursuing their leisure activities. 

With its two rivers, the Ouse and the Foss, the term 

'Accidentally Drowned' makes a regular appearance in 
the 'Cause of Death' entry in the Cemetery Burial 
Registers. Significantly, most drowning accidents 
resulted from children  falling through ice during the 
Winter months or whilst at play in the Summer. It 
should be remembered that, in Victorian times, rivers 

provided free entertainment at a time of true poverty. 

Railways and railway safety were very much in their 
infancy during the Victorian era and many people lost 
their lives either on or about the railway. Fortunately, 
railway safety has greatly improved over the years 
and, in recent times, such accidents as are featured 
in this Trail are uncommon. 
 

Road traffic accidents and industrial accidents have 
always been with us and also feature in this Trail. 

It is not possible to give an accurate figure of the 
numbers of people accidentally killed and buried in 
York Cemetery. 

This Trail is based on those monuments that include 
the word 'accident' or 'killed' in their inscription. It 
must be remembered that only the better off families 
could afford the cost of a memorial. Consequently, 
the deaths of many poor people are not memorialised, 
although 'local knowledge' enables some of them to 

be included. 

The Cemetery Burial Registers provide only limited 
assistance in determining the number of such deaths. 
They record the cause of death only between 21 
January 1837, when the Cemetery opened, and 21 
December 1927, when a new Register without the 
appropriate column was purchased. 

THE TRAIL 

!! FOR YOU OWN SAFETY PLEASE KEEP TO THE PATHS AT ALL TIMES !! 

From the Cemetery gates follow the tarmac road 
toward the Chapel to the 1st large tree on your right. 
On the other side of the road and 1 row further on 

you will see, with its back to you, the monument to G 
Hall set back from the road. Next to this is the 
monument to Emma & William Cornick and John 
Jewitt 
 

1. John Jewitt (Aged 11) - A river accident 

John was the eldest son 

of John William, a 
Journeyman Tailor, & 

Mary living in Frances 
Street, Fulford Rd. John 
& Mary had  11 children. 

24 May 1909 was Empire 
Day and during the 
morning John had given 
a recitation at school. 

The afternoon was 
declared as a holiday in 
honour of the occasion 
and John and two of his 
friends spent some time 

gathering dandelions before setting off to the river 
Ouse near Fulford. 

John stripped in order to have a bathe, and for some 
time remained near the bank where the water was 
about 1ft deep. For some reason he ventured into 
deep water and got out of his depth. Suddenly the 
two lads standing on the bank saw their friend slip 

beneath the surface and disappear. We do not know 
the temperature and strength of the current at the 
time. Nor do we know if John was a swimmer. 

Too frightened to render any assistance his two 
friends both ran away towards Fulford where they 

met two men. One of the lads told the men that John 
had fallen in the river. Other people were in the 
vicinity, and within a few minutes a large crowd had 
assembled on the river bank. Although no one 
ventured into the water. 

Sergeant Bell of Fulford was sent for but was away at 
the time, so Constable Hall of Heslington was 
summoned by which time efforts to find the body 
were not successful at that time. 

John is buried with his Grandparents. 

Ahead for 4 rows. Adjacent to a low headstone and 
with its back to you is the monument to Richard 
Dudley and Eric George Ryder. 
 

2. ERIC GEORGE RYDER (Aged 13) 
Play that went tragically wrong. 

Eric was the third of four sons born to George, a 
Joiner at the Carriage Works, & Ada of Albemarle 

Road. 

On 25 September 1915, Eric and a number of school 
friends were playing on that part of the Knavesmire 
between Albermarle Road & Knavesmire Road used 
as a cricket pitch. The ground slopes down from 

Albermarle Road. 
Continued overleaf 
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ERIC GEORGE RYDER continued 

The lads were playing on 
a ¾ Ton roller which 
stood at the top of the 
slope.  Eric, attempting 
to pull the roller downhill 

toward Knavesmire Road 
with a number of his 
friends on the framework, 
slipped and fell in front 
of the roller. The 
combination of the slope 
and the momentum of 

the roller caused the 
roller to run over him. He 
died instantly. 

Normally the roller had been securely padlocked with 
strong chains. But, on several occasions, these had 
been wrenched off by lads. It is not known if this 
group of lads had unchained the roller. 

Eric is buried with his Grandfather, parents and one of 
his brothers, Edwin, who died aged 21. 

On the other side of the road and adjacent to the 
edge is the monument to Fred Crawforth. 
 

3. FRED CRAWFORTH (Aged 56)- A railway accident 

Fred was born at Kilham 
near Driffield the son of 
an Agricultural Labourer. 

At the age of 13 he was 
an Apprentice Bricklayer 
living with his parents. 

Upon completion of his 
Apprenticeship he joined 
the Railway company in 
York where, at the age of 

27, he met and married 
his wife, Emily. They had 
one child, Emma. Sadly, 
Fred's wife died when 
Fred was 34 years old. 

Four years later Fred married Catherine Alice Vant 

and they eventually went to live at Fountayne St, off 
Haxby Road. 

On 10 November 1903 Fred (Aged 56 years), by now 
a foreman bricklayer with over 30 years experience of 
working on the Railway, was engaged on some 
construction work near Ulleskelf. 

A Normanton to York express train approached and 

Fred moved onto the adjacent line. As he stood 
watching this train he failed to notice the approach of 
a York to Leeds express on the line on which he was 
standing. The train struck him, killing him instantly. 

Fred is buried with his second wife, Catherine Alice, 
and her sister Ann Vant. 

Ahead to the Chapel. Turn left down the slope. Just 

before the 1st Yew shrub on your left is the 
monument to Peter Mortimer. 
 
 
 

 

4. Peter Mortimer (Aged 28) - A railway accident 

Peter was the second 

child of John, an 
Agricultural Labourer, 
and Mary, both from 
Ireland living off 

Walmgate. 

At the age of 21 Peter 
married Sarah Wilson 
and within 4 years of 
marriage had produced 2 
children, Mary Ellen & 

George Edward. 18 
months prior to his death 
Peter was a Grocer and 
Provisions Dealer but, at 

the time of his death he was a Labourer and Assistant 
Shunter employed at the Carriage Works and living in 
Hungate. 

At about 17.00 hrs on 9 September 1882 he was 
working in the sidings near the old railway station in 
Toft Green (the site of the City of York Council offices) 
when he found himself positioned between a 
stationary and a moving train. He was caught by the 
steps of two of the carriages and was severely 
crushed. He died 2 hours later in hospital. 

Mary was just 5 and George 3 years old. 

Two years later Sarah married a Charles Dixon from 

Ripon and had  a further 4 children. 

Interestingly, Peter is buried with his wife, Sarah 
Dixon who died in 1923, aged 72. 

Were these second marriages for love or of necessity? 

Before the advent of the Welfare State a Widow with 
children would need a breadwinner, and a Widower 
with children would need someone to look after the 
home and children. 

Retrace your steps a few paces and turn right onto a 
path. Note the large cross on your right to Addyman. 
Stop at the row before this cross. The 5th headstone 

on this row is to James White and Luke Leaf 

!! DO NOT LEAVE THE PATH !! 

5. Luke Leaf (Aged 29) - A railway accident 

Luke was the son of 
George, a Railway Porter, 
and Ann of Marygate. 

At the age of 15 he was 

an Assistant Signalman 
living with his parents 
and by the age of 25 he 
was a Signalman at Moss 
on the East Coast Main 
Line some 6 miles north 

of Doncaster. 

A little over a year before 
his death he married 
Elizabeth Ann White and 
had made their home at 

Fenwick which is about 1 mile north of Moss. They 
had one child, Annie Louisa.  

Continued overleaf 
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Luke Leaf continued 

On the afternoon of Saturday 29 July 1894 Luke had 

been on the cricket field at Moss where he stayed 
until dusk. At about 23.30 hrs that evening he was 
seen conversing with another signalman near Moss 
Station. 

The most direct route between Moss and his home in 
Fenwick is along the railway line. Consequently, and 
probably because he was familiar with this route he 
decided to walk along the track. In those days the 
track-side was kept spotlessly clean and it was 
possible to ride a bicycle along it. 

Subsequently, Luke was found lying on the track, with 

both legs broken and his right leg amputated below 
the knee, having been knocked down by a train and 

run over. 

A train from York was stopped and he was taken on 
to Doncaster. The shock of the accident had been so 
great that he died the following day. 

Elizabeth later married a George William Wilson. 

Luke is buried with four members of his wife's family. 

Ahead. Pass the fir tree on your right. Two rows 
further on, note the small cross headstone set off the 
path to William Henry Dawson on your right. 
 

6. William Henry Dawson (Aged 15) 
A farming accident 

William was the eldest 
child of George, at one 

time a Shampoo-er at a 
Turkish Bath, and Mary of 
Peel Street. 

At the time of his death, 
William was employed as 
a Farm Labourer by Mr 
Long of Primrose Hill 

Farm between Crockey 
Hill & Deighton. 

At around 14.00 hrs on 
19 February 1896, the 15 
year old William was sent, 

with a horse and cart, 

from the farm to fetch a load of turnips. He had not 
returned for some time, so around 15.30 hrs a search 
was made for him. It was found that he had driven 
against a tree, and the cart had turned completely 
over and fallen across his chest. It was reported that 
'He was quite dead'. 

William is buried in his Grandparent's grave. 

Ahead to junction with the Grayson monument in 
front of you. Turn right to next row on your left 
(Passmore). The 2nd headstone from the path is the 
monument to John Henry Burdett 

!! DO NOT LEAVE THE PATH !! 

7. John Henry Burdett (Aged 48) 
A consequential death 

John was born in Wainfleet, Lincolnshire and followed 
his father's profession, initially as an assistant 
Bricklayer to his father and eventually as a Bricklayer 
in his own right. 

In the mid 1870's he 
arrived in York where he 

met and married Mary 
Jane Reed on 16 
September 1877. They 
were to have 8 children. 

In 1881 the 24 year old 
Bricklayer was living in 
Scarborough Terrace with 
his young family. 

However, by 1891, aged 
34, he was a City 
Policeman living in 
Lowther Street. A 
profession he was to 

follow until taking his Police Pension in the early 

1900's. He then became a member of the York Police 

Fire Brigade. 

Whilst on duty on 5 February 1905 in North Street he 
saw flames at the Railway Station. He went straight 
to the scene and joined the rest of the brigade in the 

Goods Yard. While passing a hose over the wall in 
Cinder lane, he fell through a coal drop and broke his 
back. 

He was treated at York County Hospital for 6 weeks. 
He recovered sufficiently to be able to sit up and be 

wheeled around in a wheelchair. However, the 
paralysis in his lower limbs meant he was largely 
immobile and he developed a sloughing bedsore with 
resultant loss of tissue, muscle and tendons. 

This led to blood poisoning and his death On 31 
October 1905, some 8 months after the accident. 

John is buried with his wife, Mary Jane, and their 16 
year old daughter, Ivy, who died of heart failure. 

Ahead for 1 row. The 2nd Monument (leaning) on this 
row is to George Alfred Morley. 
 

8. George Alfred Morley (Aged 36) 
An industrial accident 

George Alfred was the 
youngest child of George 

and Mary. George (senior) 
was a Sergeant of York 

Minster Police who retired 
after 40 years service as 
the Chief Officer when he 
was well into his 
seventies. 

George Alfred progressed 
from being a General 

Labourer to being a Belt-
man in the sawmill at the 
NER Carriage-works in 
Holgate. 

In 1900, aged 31, he married Amurella Gill an Irish 
housemaid to Archibald Commeline who was a Priest 
at York Minster. They set up home in Hungate Mission, 

Garden Place where George was also the Caretaker. 
They had 2 children George and Lena. 

During the afternoon of 29 March 1905, whilst 
working in the Saw-mill, George was struck a terrific 

blow to the head from a wheel belt or strap. The blow 
fractured his skull and he died from his injuries.  

Continued overleaf 
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George Alfred Morley continued  

Lena had been born only a few weeks prior to his 

death. 

George was the first person to be buried in this grave. 
The other two people are his wife's parents. 

Ahead to junction under a fir tree. Turn left and follow 

the curving path to the tall grey monument hidden in 
the vegetation on your right. Adjacent to this 
monument is the Second Class Grave to William 
Allen (Not visible) 
 

9. William Allen (Aged 11) 
Bravado that proved fatal 

William was the 6th (of 7) child of John, a Tailor from 
Scotland, and Maria. 

On the summer’s day of 18 July 1878 William and 

some friends went to bathe in the River Ouse near 
Clementhorpe. 

Boys being boys, William challenged a boy named 
Pritchard to walk the farthest in the river. Pritchard 
walked up to his armpits before swimming back to 
the bank. William, however, could not swim, got out 

of his depth, sank, and did not rise again. His body 
was found some time later. 

William is buried in a Second Class Grave with 6 
unrelated people. 

Ahead. Turn right before the Roy Church monument. 

Immediately on your left, behind the shrub, is the 
pink monument to John Pinkney 
 

10. John Thomas Jewitt Pinkney (Aged 13) 

A very tragic accident 

John was the only child of 
John Henry, a Railway 
Porter at York Station, 
and Elizabeth. John was 
born in Burton Salmon 
and the family lived in 

Roseville Terrace, 
Barbican Road. 

On 13 October 1891, 

severe storms, caused 
considerable damage to 
property throughout the 
greater part of England 

and Ireland. 

In York, the sun shone pleasantly during the morning, 
but by noon a violent storm of wind accompanied by 
heavy rain commenced. The violent winds and 
torrential rain continued throughout the afternoon 
and into the evening. 

Around 17.00 hrs John and his friend, Archie Hume, 

were making their way home from Priory Street 
Wesleyan School. They had crossed Skeldergate 
Bridge and were about 50 yards from the gates to St 

George's Field. 

Clarke's Circus was being held in the Field. As they 
passed, the force of the wind tore large galvanised 

iron roofing sheets from the circus building blowing 
them across the road, some striking the former 
Castle wall.  

One sheet struck John on the head knocking him to 
the ground. A Mr Henderson and a Dr Hewetson, 

surgeon, came to his assistance, bandaged his head 
and sent him to the County Hospital. 

When admitted to the Hospital, he was suffering from 
two wounds to the head and a fractured skull, with 

brain matter protruding. He died around midnight 
that day. 

The Press report of the time quoted the Coroner; 'He 
was unusually tall for a boy of his age. Had he been 
of average stature for such a boy, the piece of roof 
would have blown over his head'. 

He is buried with his parents and nephew, Charles 
Waite. 

Ahead. Turn right onto Butterfly Walk and walk to 
the junction with Hanley Avenue which leads to the 
Chapel. Face the tall wall forming the Northern 
boundary. Slightly to the right of the pier with the 
'Shuker' plaque and at the path edge is the ledger 

stone to Thomas Armitage and others. 
 

11. Thomas Armitage (Aged 61)-A railway accident 

Thomas was born in 
Pocklington and during 
his career had a number 
of occupations ranging 
from Ostler through 
Wool-washer to General 

Labourer. 

He was married to Selina 
and the father of 7 
children. 

On 29 January 1907 he 
was employed as a 
Labourer constructing 

some railway sidings at 
Wath-upon-Dearne, north of Rotherham when he was 
struck by a Contractor's locomotive and killed 
instantly. 

His body was returned to York, where he was  buried 
in a Second Class Grave with 6 unrelated people. 

Ahead for 2 ledger stones. Adjacent to the wall is the 
monument to Frederick Chappelow 
 

12. Frederick Chappelow (Aged 48) 
An industrial accident 

Frederick, born in York, 
was the son of a Coal 
Carter. 

He found employment as 
a General Labourer and 

married Priscilla Pulleyn in 
1885 when he was 27 
years old. They did not 
have any children. Initially 

they lived in Redeness 
Street, Layerthorpe and 

moved to Hungate and 
employment at Leetham's 
Mill in that area. 

Continued overleaf 
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Frederick Chappelow continued 

On 13 June 1905 he was employed by Messrs 

Leetham & Sons as a Trimmer in the hold of a barge 
which was being emptied of corn. A beam which 
spanned the barge and supported the covers of the 
hold was by some means dislodged, and fell onto his 

head. The injuries were such that he died the 
following day. 

The 1911 Census finds Priscilla living in a single room 
in Hungate and working as a Charwoman. 

Frederick is buried in a Public Grave with 13  
unrelated people. 

Ahead for 5 ledger stones to that of Charlotte Leaf 

(adjacent to the footpath) 
 

13. Chartotte Leaf (Aged 51) & John Leaf (Aged 61) 

Husband & wife who died 9 years apart 

Charlotte Leaf. 

Charlotte (who is 
memorialised on the 
ledger stone), the 
second child of an 

Agricultural Labourer was 
born in Melbourne, Nr 
Pocklington and married 
James Bell, a Railway 
Labourer from Naburn, 
when she was 22 years 
old. 

Charlotte and James 
made their home in 
Naburn and had 6 

children before James died in 1887 when they were 
both 33 years old. 

Four years later, in 1894, Charlotte married John Leaf, 
a Gardener from Naburn. It is probable that they 

knew each other from their younger days. At that 
time John was a widower lodging in Dringhouses with 
his 2 children. 

Charlotte and John make their home in Whitby 
Terrace and had a further two children together. 

Charlotte found employment as a Charlady and John 

continued as a Gardener. On 04 November 1904 she 
was cleaning the house of Mr Charles Catley of New 
Walk Terrace, Fishergate when, whilst cleaning the 
windows, she overreached herself, lost her balance 
and fell from a bedroom window. She landed on her 
head on the concrete yard below and broke her neck. 

John Leaf. John was born in Naburn and married 

Mary Fryers in 1882 when he was 31 years old. They 
had 2 children before Mary died in 1891. 

Three years later, in 1894, John married Charlotte 
Bell. It is around this time that John became 
Gardener at the Retreat, a position he was to hold for 
nearly 20 years until his death in 1913. 

As mentioned above, John and Charlotte had 2 

children before Charlotte loses her life in 1904. 

Nine years late, at the end of 1913 John was still 
living in Whitby Terrace together with his daughter 
and son-in-law. 

At about 22.00 hrs on Boxing Day (Sunday) 1913 
John left home in 'good spirits' and was seen by a 

young woman in Melbourne Street at about 11.20 hrs. 
The young lady did not speak to him as 'she thought 
he was a bit tipsy and anyway he would not have 
known her'. 

The newspaper reports of the time state 'he was in no 
way subject to absent mindedness or loss of memory. 

He did not return home and a search was carried out. 
It was not until 6 weeks later on Sunday 8 February 
that his body was recovered from the river Ouse 
close to New Walk Terrace i.e. close to the place 

where his wife lost her life. 

In his possession was the sum of 13 shillings and a 
silver watch that had stopped at 11.40 hrs i.e. 20 

minutes after he was seen by the young woman. 

Charlotte and John are buried in a Second Class 
Grave with 5 unrelated people. 

Ahead. Turn right before the dominant Beech tree. 

Ahead to the ‘T’ junction. Turn left to the Holly tree 
on your left. On the next row and next to the Exelby 
Grave with its back to you is the monument to 
Hannah Jacques. 
 

14. The Broadhead Family  
Anne (Aged 28) Mary (Polly) (Aged 6) 

John (Aged 4) Maria (Aged 2) 
A river accident 

Anne Plows, the 
daughter of Henry & 
Mary, married William 
Broadhead in 1847, aged 
21. They had three 
children Mary (Polly), 
John & Maria. 

William, born in Barnsley, 
was a Waterman and 
owned a keel which was 
used for transporting 
coal from West Yorkshire. 

On Christmas Day 1854, 

William and his family, 

together with a Mate, 
were making their way from West Yorkshire to York 
with a load of 74 tons of coal. At about 12.00 hrs 
they had left the canal at Selby and had just entered 
the River Ouse at what is called the Long Reach. The 
tide was up and the vessel was in about 20ft of water. 

William and the Mate were on deck, and Ann and the 
children were in the cabin. 

The vessel was running before the wind with the 
mainsail raised and they were looking forward to 
making favourable progress. 

However, about 3/4 mile from Selby a violent gust of 
wind caught the vessel releasing the lea-sheet, a 

rope used to keep the sail in its proper position. The 
stern of the vessel which, as is the usual case, was 
heavily loaded, lurched to one side, and water rushed 
into the cabin where Ann and the children were. 

The Mate ran to the stern of the keel and had the 
presence of mind to loosen the boat and get into it.  

Continued overleaf 
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The Broadhead Family continued 

William endeavoured to assist his family in the cabin 

and did what he could to extricate his wife and 
children. However, the keel sunk within a few minutes 
and William did not leave the wreck until it had sunk 
in the water up to his waist. Unfortunately, he could 

do nothing to save his wife and young family. 

After the stern of the vessel had sunk the head 
swung round until it struck the opposite bank of the 
river. There was nothing to be seen but the mast and 
rigging, and a small portion of the front of the vessel. 

The bodies of Anne and her three children were 
recovered on 29th December. 

The tragedy was exacerbated by the facts that Anne 
was 8 months pregnant with her 4th child and that a 

few years previous to this accident, the wife and 
children of William's brother were similarly drowned 
close by. 

Anne and the children are buried together in a public 
grave with 12 unrelated people (including Hannah 

Jacques). Maria is buried in the same coffin as Anne. 

Ahead and turn left after the Richard Chicken 
monument on your left. Ahead and turn left at the 2nd 
cross junction. Mid-way along this path note the tree 
with the red bark set back from the path. Behind this 
tree is the monument to John Garnett & Henry 

Booth 

!! DO NOT LEAVE THE PATH !! 

15. John Garnett (Aged 11), Henry Booth (Aged 10) 

A double drowning 

John was the only child 
of Richard, an Iron 
Moulder and later 

Landlord of the Turk's 
Head Public House in St 
Saviourgate, and Harriet 
of Low Dundas Street, 
Hungate. 

Henry was the only child 
of Joseph, a Leather-

warehouseman, and Ann 

of Palmer Lane, Hungate. 

The two boys were at 
play near Henry's home 
on 3 February 1860. 

Early 1860 had been cold and frosty and the adjacent 

River Foss was iced over. 

After a while, Henry ventured onto the ice near to 
Palmer Lane in an attempt to cross the river at a 
point close to the new footbridge near Navigation 
Road. 

The ice gave way and he immediately sank. His friend, 
John, went to his assistance and also fell into the 

water; he held on for some minutes and also sank. 
The accident was witnessed by a young man whose 
attempts to rescue them were in vain. Their bodies 
were later recovered by drags. 

John And Henry are buried in a public grave with 3 
unrelated people. The Memorial Inscription on the 
headstone is particularly touching; 

Companions in life and in death not parted 

Far from the weight of worldly cares 

These two dear boys have flown 

Nought could avail parental cares 

God claimed them for his own 

Forward and to the right of the tree are 3 headstones 

set together. The right one is the monument to John 
Robert Press 
 

16. John Robert Press (19) - Accident at sea 

John was the second 
child of Francis, a Coal 
Merchant in North Street, 
and Mary. 

On the 23 December 

1895 the North of 
England was subjected 
to severe storms, great 
damage was done to 
shipping and over 50 
lives were lost at sea and 

there were many 
casualties. 

In the midst of this 
severe storm, John was aboard the ketch 'Alice Kilner' 
some 3 miles off the Farne Islands. At around 17.00 
hrs he was stowing the gaff topsail when the storm 
caused him to lose his footing. He fell from aloft and, 

on the way down, his head struck one of the deck-
houses. He was killed instantly. 

John is buried with his 7 week old brother, Alfred, his 
10 month old brother, Frederick William, his 24 year 
old sister, Clara, and his 71 year old Father. 

Turn round with your back to the red-barked tree. 
Ahead of you, in the brambles, are the graves of 3 

people killed in the Lendal Bridge Tragedy (Graves 
not visible) 

!! DO NOT LEAVE THE PATH !! 

17. Lendal Bridge Tragedy - An industrial accident 

Until the early 1860s a ferry service operated from 

Barker Tower, on the south-west bank of the River 
Ouse, to Lendal Tower. The advent of the railways in 
York in the first half of the 19th Century made the 
ferry service busier than ever with passengers 
wanting to cross the river going to and from York's 
original railway station in Tanner Row. 

In the late 1850's William Dredge was engaged to 
design and build a bridge to replace the ferry. 

The span from pier to pier was to be 175ft 6 in, and 
the bridge was to be carried by four lattice girders, 
each 15 ft high. Two girders were to support the 
carriageway, and the two outer and lighter ones were 
to support a footpath on each side. The total weight 

of the girders was in the order of 350 tons.   

The foundation stone was laid in October 1860 and by 
Mid-September 1861, the two carriage-way girders 
had been positioned and the outer foot-way girders 
had been brought to site and placed on temporary 
bearings. 

Continued overleaf  
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Lendal Bridge Tragedy continued  

On the afternoon of 28 September 1861, the 

northern (Clifton side) outer girder was being raised 
before being placed on its permanent bearings. 

At about 15.00 hrs, during this lifting operation, the 
girder suddenly canted, disturbing the adjacent girder 
and fell upon it. The adjacent girder also went over, 
and falling upon the others they were also thrown 
down.  
With a noise that could be heard over a wide area, 
the girder on the south side fell into the water 

destroying the huge timber scaffolding. 

The immediate outcome was that two workers were 
killed outright and several were missing having been 
thrown in the water. One or two managed to swim 

ashore and three were rescued by Mr Hill of the 

adjacent boatyard. 

The two killed outright were; 

John Manual (Aged 20) from Manchester. 

John was employed as a Rivetter. 

Richard Masser (Aged 14) of Skeldergate, York. 

Richard was employed as a Rivet Heater. 

The bodies of three others were found in the water 
over the next three days; 

Luke Brown (Aged 28) a bachelor from Ireland 
living in Barleycorn Yard, Walmgate. Luke's body was 

badly mutilated. It was reported that a silver watch in 

his pocket was still in perfect condition. 

Henry Smith (Aged 20) of Queen Street, York. 

Thomas Hoyle (Aged 10) of Tanner Row, York. 

Thomas was an orphan whose father had died 
suddenly at Scarborough Railway Station the previous 
year. He was employed to operate the bellows on one 

of the furnaces. 

Masser, Smith & Hoyle were buried in this area on 
separate dates between 29 September and 3 October. 
Richard Masser is buried with 22 unrelated people, 

and Thomas Hoyle and Henry Smith are buried in 
the same grave with 13 unrelated people. 

Luke Brown is buried elsewhere in the cemetery. 

John Manuel is buried in Manchester 

The ironwork salvaged from this disaster was bought 
for £700 by Thomas Cabry, the Railway Engineer, who 
used it to form the basis of Scarborough's first Valley 

Road Bridge, which lasted until 1926 when it was 
replaced by the present structure. 

After the disaster a new Engineer was brought in. He 
was Thomas Page who had once been an assistant to 
Isambard Kingdom Brunel, and had worked on 

Westminster and Chelsea Bridges in London. He had 
also designed Skeldergate Bridge here in York. 

Had it not been for this tragic accident we would not 
have the attractive Lendal bridge we have today. 

Turn right. With your back to the high Northern 
boundary wall, head for the steps in the distance. 
Turn left before the steps and follow the curving path 
to the dominant cross on your right. This is the 
monument to John Arthur Barstow 

!! DO NOT LEAVE THE PATH !! 

18. John Arthur Barstow (Aged 62) 
A cycling accident 

Major Barstow had 
belonged to the old 89th 
Regiment, which he 
entered as Ensign in 

1854 (Aged 17). He was 
created Lieutenant in 
1855, and in that year 
was with his Regiment in 
the Crimean War at the 
siege and fall of 

Sebastopol, thereby 
earning medal and clasp, 
and also the Turkish 
Medal.  
 

His Captaincy came in 1858. He also served at the 
Cape and India. 

At the time of his death he had retired from the Army 
and was living with his three sisters at the family seat 

at Garrow Hill off Hull Road. 

He was an active local politician, and had been chair 
of the Walmgate Ward Conservative Association. 

He was a devoted churchman and a generous 
contributor to the internal completion and adornment 
of St Lawrence's Church. At the time of his death he 
was one of the oldest Freemasons in York; a member 

of the York Lodge (No 236) for nearly 28 years; Past 

Provincial Grand Senior Warden, North & East 
Yorkshire; and a generous contributor to all the 
Masonic charities. He was also a member of the 
Zetland Chapter. 

He was also a keen cyclist. On 8 August 1899 he was 
cycling from York to Malton and was going down the 
steep hill at Crambeck close to the former Castle 
Howard Reformatory. According to an eye witness he 

was 'going quickly down the hill on a nasty piece of 
road which slopes on either side, the sudden turn in 
the road caused him to skid, lose his tyre  and to be 
violently thrown from his bicycle'. 

The witness, a Cabman, together with his 'fare' went 

to his assistance. John, in an unconscious condition 
with the base of his skull frightfully fractured was 
taken to the surgery of Dr Dougall, at Welburn. 

The doctor telegraphed John's spinster sisters at 
Garrow Hill who at once drove to Welburn but arrived 
too late to see their brother alive. A sad ending to an 
active and successful life. 

At the inquest, the Coroner said in this particular 

instance the state of the road spoke very badly for 
the authorities, and displayed an amount of 
callousness and hard feeling to human life. 

John left Effects to the value of £50,840 and is  
buried in a multi-plot grave with his father and three 
sisters. 

Return to the steps. Turn right and retrace your steps 
to the cross junction. Turn left and almost 
immediately left again. Stop at the tall monument to 
Laurie Burt on your right. On the other side of the 
path, hidden in the vegetation, is the grave to 

Matthew Westerman (Not visible) 
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19. Matthew Westerman (Aged 14) 
A river drowning 

Matthew was the 4th (of 7) children born to Thomas, 
a NER Fitter, and Rachel and lived in Railway Terrace, 
Holgate. 

On 11 August 1878, Matthew, his younger brother, 
Joseph and some friends, went to bathe at the 
Dringhouses brick-ponds which were up to 12-13 ft 

deep.  Around 15.30 hrs, Matthew got out of his 
depth, and being unable to swim was drowned in the 
presence of his friends who were unable to render 
him any assistance. 

PC Molesbury was informed and sent to York for some 
grappling irons and the body was recovered 2 hrs 
later, then removed to the Turf Tavern where the 
inquest was held the following day. 

Matthew is buried in a Public Grave with 11 unrelated 
people. 

It is interesting to note that victims of accidents were 
often taken to the nearest public house and an 
inquest would be held the same, or following, day. Of 

interest also is that, in the case of the poor, blame is 
not attributed to anyone. 

Ahead following the curving path passing the bench 
on your right. Just before the Tupman monument 
note the 'Weeping' tree on your right. This tree has 
been planted in the unmarked grave of Francis 
William Dinsdale (Not visible) 
 

20. Francis William Dinsdale (Aged 27) 
An industrial accident 

Francis was the eldest child of James Gregory, a 
Plumber & Painter, and Fanny of Woods Yard, 
Gillygate. 

In 1911, aged 22, he was living at home with his 

parents and employed as a House Painter. In 1913 he 
married Annie Elizabeth Vine. They didn't have any 
children. 

By 1915, the year of his death, he had changed 
professions and was now employed as an Electric Bus 
Cleaner at the former Corporation Depot in Foss 
Islands. On 21 July 1915, he was standing in front of 

a bus between it and a wall, when the driver, named 
Thompson, switched on the engine. 

Thompson, not realising that the bus was still in gear, 
moved the  control lever to the 'running' position. The 

bus lurched forward crushing  Francis against the wall. 
Francis died of his injuries later that day. 

Francis is buried with his Mother & Father. 

Ahead. Turn left at the cross junction. Turn left at foot 

of steps. After a few paces note the chest tomb to 
Rev WH Dixon. On the other side of the is a heavily 
leaning headstone. Forward of this headstone and 
hidden in the vegetation is the grave of Frederick 
Doughty (Not visible) 
 

21. Frederick Doughty (Aged 43) 
A railway accident 

Frederick started his Railway career as a Porter 
eventually becoming a Locomotive Driver. He married 

Elizabeth Brotherton when he was 26 years old and 
they had 6 children including twin sons Frederick and 
Thomas.  

At the time of his death he lived at Chapman's 
Buildings, Bishophill. 

On 31 January 1893 he and his Fireman, Wm 
Hepworth, were on duty on an NER goods train. They 
had come from Driffield and had pulled up outside 
York Station to allow another train to pass. 

They had been waiting a few minutes when Frederick 
said he would go and take the 'wire' out of the blast 
pipe of the engine. Whilst it was against the rules to 
put a wire in the pipe, it was common practice by 
some drivers to do this as the wire made more steam, 
which was beneficial when pulling a heavy load. 

Frederick went along the footplate to the front of the 
engine. William heard the smoke box door open, then 
close and then he heard Frederick slip. Frederick had 

fallen from the locomotive and he was lying across 
the track with his head on a rail. 

Assistance was called for and Frederick was carried to 
the station and then conveyed to York County 

Hospital. 

It is unclear whether he died at the scene of the 
accident or on his journey to York County Hospital. 
However, he was dead on arrival at the hospital. The 
cause of death was determined as a result of 
fracturing the base of his skull when he hit the rail. 

Frederick is buried with his wife. 

Retrace your steps to the steps. Ahead on curving 

path and turn left to the front of Chapel. Go to the 
left of the Chapel. Turn right behind the yew tree 
onto the lawned area at the rear of the Chapel. Walk 
parallel with the rear of the chapel to a point in line 
with the far chapel side wall. Approx. 5m from the 

bank side is the flat monument to Thomas Moran. 
 

22. Gas Works Accident - An industrial accident 

During late 1881, the 
York United Gas Light 
Company were in the 
process of extending its 
Works, and was 
developing the area in 

Heworth Green in what 

is now flats, offices and 
a hotel, and was 
previously Heworth 
Green Car-park. 

To enable water to be 
pumped from the 

foundations of the new 
work, pits had to be 

sunk throughout the site. Until the date of this 
accident about 200 pits, some up to 40 ft. deep, had 
been put down without incident. 

On 10 November, Thomas Moran and two other men, 
George Hawkins and Henry Warden, were engaged in 

fixing a pump into one of the pits which had been 
sunk to a depth of 22 ft below ground level. There 
was about two and a half feet of water at the bottom 
of the pit and Moran was working off a plank close to 
the surface with Warden below him. 

Continued overleaf 
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Gas Works Accident continued 

By some means Moran fell from the plank to the 

bottom of the pit and into the water. Hawkins called 
for help and before a ladder could be brought, 
Thomas Dalby and George Whiteley scrambled down 
the side of the pit. When they had gone down about 

12-13 ft, they suddenly fell to the bottom. Hawkins & 
Warden chose to remain at the surface. 

A ladder was put down, and a fourth man, George 
Clark, descended by it. When he was about 4-5 ft. 
from the bottom he too fell sideways and went to the 
bottom.  

A fifth man made some progress down the shaft, but 

returned on discovering the presence of foul air, 
which happily he escaped from. 

It transpired that the pit had become filled with 
carbolic acid gas, and all four men had suffocated. 

The pit had not been tested for gas since gas had not 
been found in the previous 200 excavations. Also, a 
man had descended the subject pit a few days 

previous without incident. 

 

The four victims were buried in the cemetery on 
Sunday 13 November in the presence of an enormous 

crowd. The Directors of the Gas Company paid all the 
expenses, although those did not stretch to providing 
anything more prestigious than a public grave. 

The four were; 

Thomas Moran, aged 22, single, Labourer of 
Catherine Street, Leeds 

Thomas Dalby, aged 21, single, Labourer Penleys 
Grove Street. 

George Whiteley, aged 36, married with 1 child, 
Labourer of Haver Lane, Peaseholme Green 

James Clark, aged 29, single, Labourer lodging in 
Barker Hill . 

Thomas Moran is buried  in this Public Grave with 
10 unrelated people. 

George Whiteley, Thomas Dalby & James Clarke 
are buried elsewhere in the cemetery in Public Graves. 

Return to the front of the Chapel and take the 

tarmac road back to the entrance where this Trail 
ends.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please refer overleaf for the TRAIL MAP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We really hope you enjoyed this trail. Why not try another one. 
We hope you enjoyed this trail & that it inspired you to find out more about York 

Cemetery. A trail of this kind can give only a flavour of what is on offer, so why not: 

• Try one of our guided walks 

• Become a Friend of York Cemetery 

• Become a Volunteer 

(Pick up a leaflet or see the website for more details) 

This Trail was prepared by Sebastian Sanyal in 2018. Artwork by Keith Lea

 
Tel: 01904 610578 

Email: yorkcemeteryvolunteers@gmail.com 

www.yorkcemetery.org.uk 

 

Regd. Charity No. 

701091 

Friends of York Cemetery 
The Cemetery Gatehouse 

Cemetery Road 

York YO10 5AJ 
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Friends of York Cemetery 

Accidental Deaths – Victorian Section 

Approx. time 
1½ hours + 

Registered Charity 
No. 701091 
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