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BUTTERFLY TRAIL

One of a series of trails to enhance your enjoyment of the Cemetery
\_ Best enioved: Late MARCH to earlv OCTOBER )
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INTRODUETION

There is no difference between the butterflies found
in York Cemetery and those found elsewhere in the
Vale of York, so the times and habitat preferences
hold good for other areas, even back gardens.

Butterflies are very good indicators of how interesting
an area is for other wildlife. Their needs are similar to
those of many other insects including moths, bees,
hoverflies, beetles etc. These in turn are the food for
larger wildlife like birds, hedgehogs and shrews.
These types of wildlife are often hard to see so by
looking at the bright, showy butterflies you can tell
how healthy your area is for wildlife.

The Cemetery is well placed to attract butterflies
moving up from the South. Looking south east from
the Herb Garden (see 5 below) the view is largely
unimpeded across the allotments, Walmgate Stray
(Common land that once belonged to the Freemen of
York), the University of York and fields surrounding
Heslington village. Any wildlife migrating north is,
therefore, funnelled toward the Cemetery.

Over 20 species of butterfly have been recorded in
the Cemetery. This is as good as some of Britain's
more famous nature reserves. Many stay to breed
whilst others only visit in search of food. Other
species are only seen in hot, dry summers when they
have had a good breeding season in their more usual
sites. For many butterflies York marks the most

northerly edge of their range.

This Trail Guide includes pictures of some of the
butterflies found in York Cemetery. It does not show
both male and female nor does it show the underside,
notable subspecies and aberrant forms. To get the
most from your Butterfly Expedition we recommend
you have a good illustrated guide to butterflies. Such
examples are:

e The Mitchell Beazley Pocket Guide to Butterflies by
Paul Whalley (Good pictures and small in size)

e Collins Guide to the Insects of Britain and Western
Europe by Michael Chinery (includes pictures of
many of the caterpillars and other insects)

Butterflies will, of course, be found in any part of the
Cemetery and this Trail simply highlights those areas
where special effort has been made to encourage
them.

The trail could prove fruitful on any day between late
March and early October. However, the largest
number of butterflies will be flying on a warm, calm,
sunny day between 10.00 and 16.00 hrs depending
on the length of daylight. It is best to avoid very
windy, cold or wet days, though butterflies will often
come out in large numbers after a hot summer's
shower.

THE TRAIL

I FOR YOU OWN SAFETY IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT YOU KEEP TO THE CONCRETE, TARMAC and MOWN
GRASS FOOTPATHS !!

With your back to Cemetery Road turn left at the
Cemetery entrance. Immediately after the white building
turn right onto the curving path of Scented Walk.

1. Scented Walk

The Scented Walk complements the Butterfly Walk as a
garden chosen for its scent. Designed with assistance
from the York Blind and Partially Sighted Society it is
provided particularly for visitors with visual impairments.

The 200 metre long walk, with its many plant species, is
structured to blend and contrast the different scents as
you progress along it.

The highly scented plants are especially attractive to red
admiral, painted lady, small tortoiseshell, the peacock,
and others.

Continue along the full length of Scented Walk, turn left
and cross Hanley Avenue (Note the Chapel to your
right). You are now entering the Centre Circle.

2. Centre Circle

This area, with its nettles and brambles, is a good place
to look for caterpillars. The caterpillars of many species
will feed on nettles and bramble, some, like the small
tortoiseshell and the peacock actually show a preference
for nettle.

York Cemetery - Butterfly Trail (Dec 2017).docx

Having explored the Centre Circle, take the path
leading south towards the steps. Go up the steps.

I TAKE CARE ON THE STEPS !!

Cross the path of Lime Avenue and go ahead on the
path. You are now entering an Oak Copse with its three
parallel paths.

3. Oak Copse

There are a number of woodland glades within the
Cemetery where you may find such species as the
brimstone, the comma, speckled wood and the
gatekeeper.

The Orange tip may be found on sunny woodland
pathways.

Continue ahead and turn left or right onto the path to
explore the Southern boundary

4. Southern Boundary

The humble stinging nettle grows in profusion along this
section of the southern boundary. Many of our most
colourful butterflies depend on nettles for the growth of
their larvae.
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The most notable inhabitants are the small tortoiseshell
and peacock larvae which feed in large groups hidden in
silken tents at the top of the nettle stems. Other species
found here include the red admiral and comma.

Nettles are one of the most important plants for UK
wildlife, supporting more than 40 species of insects. In
turn, this makes them a year-long magnet for birds and
other insect-eaters such as hedgehogs, shrews, frogs
and toads.

Head East & turn left at the end of the wooded area and
go up to the Herb Garden within the Beech Hedge.

5. Herb Garden

Nestling within its beech hedge is an oasis of plants
more familiar as garden herbs. A different species of
herb is planted within each kerb. This herb garden sun
trap increases the diversity of the site attracting many
butterflies, bees and birds.

Leave the Herb Garden and turn right to meet a path.
Take a few steps to your right and look beyond the
perimeter of the Cemetery.

6. Green Corridor

Look out across the allotments, Walmgate Stray
(Common land that once belonged to the Freemen of
York), the University of York and the fields surrounding
Heslington Village.

The Cemetery forms the blunt end of this green wedge
of land driving into the City and is a major migration
route for wildlife. In August you can watch the
butterflies entering the Cemetery from the south after
their long migration.

Below this position within the Cemetery is an area of
open grassland.

7. Open Grassland

This is one of the many areas maintained to attract the
grass-loving butterflies, such as the wall brown, meadow
brown, the gatekeeper and the ringlet, along with
smaller numbers of small and large skippers along the
rides.

Retrace your steps & continue up the path to cross Lime
Avenue (The timber pergola is to your left). Continue
ahead to cross a path which curves either side of you.
Ahead and on your right is a Winter Colour Area.

8. Flower Banks

These overgrown banks attract large numbers of small
and large skippers and also small coppers, mostly in
June and July. Other grass-loving species are also found
here.

Go ahead and down the steps.
1l TAKE CARE ON THE STEPS !!

Turn left and follow the path towards the high brick wall
and Butterfly Walk.

9. Butterfly Walk

This area has been planted with flowers and shrubs
specially selected because they are known to attract
butterflies and other insects. It could equally be called
Bee Walk or, at night, Moth Walk.

It is at its best for butterflies on warm, calm, dry days in
August and September with almost every butterfly in the
Cemetery homing in on the Buddleia (Butterfly Bush).

Continue down the full length of Butterfly Walk and
turn left parallel with Cemetery Road. Pass the white
building on your left, the Gatehouse and other buildings
on your right.

Continue ahead through a Beech hedge to the Cross of
Sacrifce & an area of short grasses.

10. Short Grasses

The shorter grasses around the Cross of Sacrifice attract
small copper butterflies.

Retrace your steps to the Entrance where this trail ends.

We really hope you enjoyed thigrail. Why not try another one.

We really hope you enjoyed this trail and that it inspired you to
find out more about York Cemetery. A trail of this kind can give
only a flavour of what the Cemetery has to offer, so why not:

e Try one of our guided walks
e Become a Friend of York Cemetery
e Become a Volunteer

(Pick up a leaflet or see the website for more details)

This Trail was originally prepared by ‘Wildlines’ and updated in 2016 & 2017 by Dennis Shaw. Layout by Keith Lea.

Tel: 01904 610578
Email: yorkcemeteryvolunteers@gmail.com
www.yorkcemetery.org.uk

Friends of York Cemetery
The Cemetery Gatehouse
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The butterfly over-winters as a caterpillar
The pupa stage of the butterfly

The butterfly over-winters as an adult

The active “adult” stage - known as the imago

The active caterpillar stage

When and Where to Watch the Butterflies in York Cemetery
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The butterfly over-winters as a caterpillar
The pupa stage of the butterfly

The butterfly over-winters as an adult

The active “adult” stage — known as the imago

The active caterpillar stage
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The butterfly over-winters as a caterpillar

The pupa stage of the butterfly

The butterfly over-winters as an adult

The active “adult” stage — known as the imago

The active caterpillar stage
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Friends of York Cemetery &
BUTTERFLY TRAIL

FOR YOUR SAFETY
PLEASE KEEFP to the PATHS

GREEN CORRIDOR / WALMGATE STRAY
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