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INTRODUCTION
York has long been a proud garrison town and this 
military past is well illustrated throughout York 
Cemetery.  

The practice of non-repatriation of the dead was 
established during the First World War which meant 

that Commonwealth servicemen and women who 

died on active service abroad were buried abroad. 

The majority of those servicemen buried in the UK 
are, therefore, the men and women who died at 
home of injuries, in hospitals, training accidents, air 
raids and the like.  

 

York Cemetery's Role of Honour to the Second World 
War includes:- 

85 Servicemen (57 Army, 23 RAF & 5 Navy 
personnel) 

 

52 Civilian victims of the Baedeker Raid of 29/04/42 
 
9 Civilian victims of the 7 other 'Events'

THE SECOND WORLD WAR
The Second World War involved virtually every part of 
the world, the principal belligerents being the Axis 
powers (Germany, Italy & Japan) and the Allied 
powers (France, Britain, the United States, the Soviet 
Union and, to a lesser extent, China).  

Adolf Hitler, the leader of the intensely nationalistic 

and anti-Semitic National Socialist (Nazi) party, was 

given dictatorial powers in 1933 and began the secret 
re-armament of Germany almost immediately. 
Germany occupied Austria in 1938, annexed or 
neutralised all of what had been Czechoslovakia by 
March 1939, and Italy annexed Albania in the same 
year. On 1 September, secure behind the German-

Soviet non-aggression pact that had recently stunned 
the world, Germany invaded Poland. Britain and 
France declared war two days later. 

The Second World War saw developments of many of 
the innovations of the First, particularly air battle, 
and the civilian population was directly affected by 
intensive bombing and food shortages. 

Hitler committed suicide on 30 April 1945 and the 
surrender of the German forces was signed on 8 May. 

The US had become involved after the Japanese 

bombing of Pearl Harbour and after victory in Europe 
the war still raged on in the Pacific. It came to a 
sudden and dramatic close after Atom bombs were 
dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki on 6 & 9 August 
1945. This shook the world but resulted in the 
surrender of the Japanese, formally signed on  

2 September 1945.

THE TRAIL

This Trail will take you around the 'Modern' Section of 
the Cemetery. The south-east corner of this Section 

was in use during WW2 and most of the graves you 
will visit are in this area.   

The Trail mentions only a few of those buried here. 
However, everyone here has a story to tell and we 

hope this Trail will help keep this valuable, if tragic, 
part of our history alive.

!! FOR YOUR OWN SAFETY PLEASE KEEP TO THE PATHS AT ALL TIMES !! 

At the Cemetery Entrance turn right to pass the 
Gatehouse and brick buildings and continue ahead to 
the white Cross of Sacrifice in the distance 
 

1. The Cross of Sacrifice 

In 1919, the Imperial War 
Graves Commission asked the 
Architect, Sir Reginald Theodore 
Blomfield to design Crosses of 
Sacrifice which could be erected 

at cemeteries in England. It was 

agreed to erect his Type A cross 
in York Cemetery, one of some 
40 chosen for the privilege. 

A similar Cross was erected in 

Fulford Cemetery. However, the 
Cross in York Cemetery, at 20ft high, is 5ft higher 

than that in Fulford Cemetery, reflecting the greater 
number of dead buried in York Cemetery. It was 
constructed of Stancliffe sandstone from Darley Dale 

in Derbyshire with two bronze swords fixed in the 
stem. The base was inscribed:- 

“To the Glory of God and the honoured memory of those 
sailors and soldiers who gave their lives for the country in 
the Great War, 1914-1918, and who lie buried in this 
cemetery” 

It was unveiled on 28th May 1925 by Lt General Sir 

Charles Harington, GOC Northern Command, at a 
ceremony attended by trustees of the Cemetery 
Company and representatives of the Yorkshire 
regiments and the Imperial War Grave Commission 
with music provided by the band of the Border 
Regiment. 

Continued overleaf  
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The Cross of Sacrifice continued 

During the first air raid on York on 11th August 1940 

York Cemetery was the recipient of the first German 
bomb dropped. The high explosive device, which fell 
close to the Cross, left a 12ft wide and 6ft deep 
crater.   

Much superficial damage was caused to nearby 
houses and gravestones and the Cross of Sacrifice 
was badly shaken. The pedestal block was moved ¼ 
inch from its setting, the shaft was fractured three 
feet up from the pedestal and much damage was 
done to the stonework by flying shrapnel. 

In 1949 the Commission provided a new cross in 

Portland stone, an exact replica of the original, to be 
a central monument to the servicemen of both world 
wars. The replacement does not have a legend on its 

base as it was not the general policy of the 
Commission to put inscriptions on Second World War 
crosses.  

Facing the Cross of Sacrifice, turn right on the path 

and go to the gap in the hedge 
 

2. Pause to Remember 

To the right side of the path ahead of you are the 
graves of 8 servicemen.  

Their Monuments are the uniform headstones 

provided by the CWGC with their rounded tops. 
Headstones are differentiated only by their 
inscriptions: the national emblem or regimental 

badge, rank, name, unit, date of death and age of the 
casualty together with an appropriate religious 
symbol and a line or two of a personal dedication 
chosen by relatives. 

In York Cemetery the religious symbol on all CWGC 
gravestones is the cross - in some cases a broad 
cross surmounted by the regimental badge, on others 
there is a slender cross below the regimental badge 
and inscription. 

To the left side of the path are the graves of 13 
servicemen, 21 York civilians killed by German air-

raids and 1 civilian killed in a tragic accident.  

Stand at the gap in the hedge and look to your 
immediate right. To the left of the grave to Ada & 
Herbert Cooper is a kerbed grave with a slate plaque 
to John Copley 
 

3. John Copley 

Inscription 

Bevin Boy 
Miner 

John Copley 
Died 7-7-1946 
Aged 21 years  

John was one of the 48,000 
'Bevin Boys' (named after 

Ernest Bevin who was the 
Minister of Labour & National 
Service) who were conscripted 

to work in the UK coal mines between December 
1943 and March 1948. 

At the start of the war the Government, 

underestimating the value of strong young miners, 
conscripted them into the armed forces. By mid to 

late 1943, the shortage of miners meant that Britain 
was becoming desperately short of coal for domestic 
use as well as the industrial war effort. Consequently, 
the decision was taken to send some conscripts aged 

18-25, to work in the mines.  

The selection process was random. Each week a digit 
was drawn from a hat which contained all ten digits, 
0-9. All men liable for call-up that week whose 
National Service registration number ended in that 
digit were directed to work in the mines. Exceptions 

were made for the unfit and those with special 
military skills. The miners came from many different 
trades and professions, from desk work to heavy 
manual labour - politicians, actors, authors, 

sportsmen, comedians, interior designers, etc. 

They received 4 weeks training above ground 
followed by 2 weeks underground. They were 

supplied with a helmet and a pair of boots and told to 
wear their oldest clothes. Without uniforms they were 
often stopped and questioned about avoiding call-up. 
And many people assumed they were conscientious 
objectors. 

The programme was wound up in 1948. The Bevin 
Boys received neither medals nor, unlike armed 

forces personnel, the right to return to their old jobs. 
Despite being conscripted into the armed forces they 
have no official War Record nor recognition from the 

CWGC.  

It was not until 1995, 50 years after VE Day, in a 
speech by Queen Elizabeth II were they recognised 

as contributors to the War Effort. On 20 June 2007 
the Government announced that the Bevin Boys 
would be rewarded with a Veterans Badge in 
recognition of their efforts. The first badges were 
awarded on 25 March 2008 on the 60th anniversary 
of discharge of the last Bevin Boys. 

John, born in Acomb, died in Doncaster on 7 July 

1946 aged 21.  

Go ahead on the path. Just before the kerbed grave 
with a large stone cross on your left is the kerbed 

grave of the Lain family including the CWGC 
Monument to W A Lain 
 

4. William Anthony Lain (Tony) 

Inscription 

Cadet 
W A Lain 

Air Training Corps 
26th July 1946 Age 17 

 

Dearly Loved  

Cadet Tony Lain, aged 17, was a 
member of the 100th City of 
York Squadron, Air Training 

Corps, who were on annual 
camp in July 1946 at the Central Gunnery School, 
RAF Leconfield. 

As part of their camp the Cadets were being allowed 

to be taken as passengers on training flights the CGS 
were undertaking.  

Continued overleaf  
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William Anthony Lain (Tony) continued 

The Wellington aircraft concerned in this incident had 

suffered an engine malfunction prior to take-off and 
the two cadets already down to have a flight on this 
aircraft were allocated to a different aircraft to have 
their trip. The faulty aircraft was soon repaired and 

two further cadets would be allowed to go up in this 
original aircraft for what became the ill-fated flight. 

The flight took off at around 14.00hrs on 26 July 
1946, they flew northwards and towards the North 
York Moors. The pilot of the Wellington carried out a 
Bomber Affiliation training exercise with other 
aircraft, the Wellington being subjected to a number 

of dummy attacks by two Spitfires. It was during one 
of these attacks and 25 minutes into the flight that 
tragedy struck; one of the Spitfires was making a 

head-on attack on the Wellington when the pilot of 
the Spitfire misjudged the distance between the two 
aircraft. The two aircraft collided head on over the 
village of Appleton le Moors. The Wellington partly 

broke up in the air, with parts being scattered across 
the main street in Appleton le Moors and on houses in 
the village. Both aircraft, including the main section 
of the Wellington came down in flames on and near 
the village football field. 

There would be no survivors. The pilot was W/O 

Henryk Szwedowski RAF, aged 45, of Poland and the 
other Cadet was Robert Hall, aged 16, of 116 
Archbishop Holgate Grammar School ATC. He was still 
at school and is buried in Lawnswood Cemetery, 

Leeds. 

Continue along the path. Toward the end of the path 
and on your right is the CWGC Monument to  

R Winteringham  
 

5. Ronald Herbert B Winteringham (Bud) 

Inscription 

14768404 Private 
RH 'Bud' Winteringham 

The Durham Light Infantry 
17th January 1945 Age 18 

 
Every Fragrant Memories, Ron 

Till We Meet Again  

Like Tony Lain, Private Bud 
Winteringham had been a 
member of the 100th City of York 

Squadron ATC before joining the 10th Bn. Duke of 
Wellington's (West Riding Regiment) in Autumn 1945. 
'Bud's' parents owned an Outfitter's Business in 

Clarence Street, York. 

The 10th Bn. was a training Battalion that prepared 
men for active service overseas. 

On 17 January he, along with others, was on a 
training exercise on the River Coquet at Guyzance, 
Northumberland. The exercise was to teach the men 

how to handle boats and not how to cross the river in 
a tactical manner. The boats were made of canvas 
and wood with a flat wooden floor and were 
considered safe for this type of exercise. The river 
was in what was described as being 'one of the 
biggest floods  for many years' and running fast. 

Two boats were employed and, after some difficulty, 

the first boat crossed the river. However, the second 
boat containing Bud Winteringham and nine of his 

colleagues got out of control and was swept half a 
mile down the river and went over a weir nose first 
with all of the men out of the boat. Underneath the 
weir is an 11ft/12ft drop where there is a pool. Five 

men came to the surface but were pressed down by 
the force of the water and disappeared. 

All ten lost their lives.  

Continue towards the hedge. Turn left. Stop at the 

first silver birch tree. Observe on your left a row of 
civilian victims of the Baedeker Raid on York carried 
out on 29th April 1942.   

Unmarked grave at path edge: Doris Elsie Leeming 
(38yrs) and her daughter June Doris Leeming (7yrs) 

Adjacent Grave:          Francis Noel Jameson (36yrs)  

4th grave from path:   Thomas Cyril Adams (37yrs) 

6th grave from path:   Tom Holliday (62yrs) 

9th grave from path:   Florence Evelyn Borley (55yrs) 

10th grave from path: Stella Evelyn Skelton (34yrs) 

12th grave from path: Clifford Kent (47yrs) 

16th grave from path:  Betty Audrey Akers (12yrs) 

6. Baedeker Raid 29th April 1942 

In spring 1942, the German Air 

Force (Luftwaffe) launched a 
series of destructive air raids 
against five historic towns and 
cities in Britain. 

These attacks, termed the 
'Baedeker' raids after the famous 
German travel guides, were a 
reprisal for the Royal Air Force's 
bombing of Lübeck and other 
historic towns in Germany.  

On March 28th 1942, Bomber Command attacked the 
German city of Lűbeck. A great deal of damage was 
done to the most historic part of the city. In total, 
over 1,000 people were killed and the ‘Old Town’, 

which was primarily made up of old wooden 

buildings, was all-but destroyed by incendiary bombs. 
Hitler was incensed and ordered retaliatory raids 
against Exeter, Bath, Norwich, York and Canterbury. 

In the early hours of 29 April 1942 the Second World 

War came to York in the most violent manner 
possible. 

For nearly two hours, forty German aircraft pounded 
the City unopposed. In all 84 tonnes of bombs were 
dropped. By the time the final all-clear sounded at 

about 4.45am, 94 men, women and children in the 
city and its suburbs had been killed, or left so badly 
injured they were later to die. 238 people were 
injured. 

The heavy explosives and incendiary bombs damaged 
many of York's buildings including the railway station, 
Poppleton Road School, the Bar Convent, the 
Guildhall, St Martin-le-Grand Church and the 
Yorkshire Evening Press premises in Coney Street. 
Some 9,500 homes were either destroyed or 
damaged. 
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Go ahead for a few paces and before turning left onto 
the path note the grey granite headstone and kerbed 

Monument to Charles Halliday ahead and to the left 
of you. 
 

7. Charles Milford Halliday 

Inscription 

In 
Loving Memory of 

Charles 
Milford Halliday 

Died May 15th 1943 
Aged 30 years 

Also Edna 
Wife of the above 

Died July 17th 1949 
Aged 40 years  

Charles Halliday, 30yrs, of 62 Price Street was 
another victim of the Baedeker Raid. He died in 
Pinderfields Emergency Hospital over a year after the 
raid, on 15 May 1943, due to spinal injuries suffered 

in the raid. 

Turn left onto the path. A little over half way down 
this path stop at the silver birch tree on your left. Set 
back from the path on your left are further victims of 
the Baedeker Raid. Note the prominent black granite 
Monument to William Milner 

To the left of Milner's Monument 

John Herbert Fowler, 34yrs - Air-raid Warden 

Albert Emmerson, 29yrs - Air-raid Warden 

Helen Mort (56yrs) and her son Francis Royston Mort 
(17yrs) 

To the right of Milner's Monument 

Button Family 

Edith Melita Dickinson, 46yrs 

8. William Milner (Aged 42 years) 

Inscription 

In 
Loving Memory of 

William Milner 
1900 - 1942 

Killed on York Railway Station 
During an Air Raid 

Awarded King's Commendation 
For Gallantry 

Also 
Mabel 

Wife of the above 
1901 - 1967  

The 'Red Warning' of an imminent German 
(Baedeker) air-raid attack had already been given as 

the late running 10.15pm King's Cross to Edinburgh 
sleeping car express arrived at York Station. 

The 800 passengers had been safely evacuated from 

the train when the first high explosive (HE) bomb fell. 
This was followed by another near the Parcels Office 
together with a shower of incendiaries scattered 
across the station buildings and the train-shed roof. 

Debris from the roof soon set fire to the train and 
station. The fire was fuelled by 500 gallons of paraffin 
in the lamp-room.  

There were many acts of bravery that night as staff, 
oblivious to the risk of further bombs, struggled to 
minimise the damage.  

In the finest traditions of the movement to which he 
belonged, Station Foreman, William Milner, a keen 
'first-aider', could have taken refuge when hurrying 
for further urgent supplies of equipment but did not 
do so. When his body was found, the box of 
bandages, splints and dressings was underneath him. 

When he did not come home at the end of his shift 

his wife, Mabel, went to the station. As she stood on 
the footbridge looking down at the damage someone 
said to her 'I'm sorry, he's under there'. She returned 
home to tell her 13 year old daughter 'I don't think 
you've got a daddy any more'. 

William was posthumously awarded the Kings 
Commendation for Gallantry. 

To the right of Milner's Monument is the Black granite 
headstone and kerbed Monument to the  
Button Family 
 

9. Button Family 

Inscription 

In Loving Memory of 
James William 

Beloved Husband of 
Elsie Button 

Aged 39 years 
Also 

Kenneth, Aged 15 years 
Audrey, Aged 11 years 
Gillian, aged 22 Months 

Beloved Children of the above 
Who died April 29th 1942 

also ....  

Amberley Street, off Poppleton Road was heavily 
damaged during the Baedeker Raid with 14 residents 

of the street killed including the 5 members of the 
Button family at No 35.  

James William (39yrs), son Kenneth Ingham (15yrs) 
and daughter Audrey (12yrs) were killed instantly.  
Gillian Patricia (22months) died later that day at York 
County Hospital. Elsie Button (35yrs) was seriously 

injured and died on 7 May 1942 in York County 

Hospital to join her husband and 3 children in the 
family grave. 

Ahead for 15m. On the left and just before the black 
monument to Charles and Edith Cable is the 
unmarked grave to Lydia Helstrip 
 

10. Lydia Helstrip 

No Memorial 

On Monday, 5th March 1945 in freezing fog, a Halifax 
bomber belonging to the Royal Canadian Air Force 
operating from Linton on Ouse airfield near York, took 
off with its full bomb and fuel load. It struggled to 

gain height and, as the flying surfaces iced up, the 
added weight was too much and the plane fell out of 

the sky at 15.00hrs, partially disintegrating in the 
process.  

Continued overleaf  
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Lydia Helstrip continued 

The fuselage fell in Nunthorpe Grove and an engine 

plummeted into the kitchen of Nunthorpe Secondary 
School. The wireless operator/air gunner bailed out 
but he was too low and his parachute failed to open 
properly. Luckily an explosion from the crashing 

bomber was enough to decelerate his fall and he 
landed heavily on a shed roof, but was seriously 
injured. 

The rest of the crew and five civilians were killed, 
eighteen were injured and six houses in Nunthorpe 
Grove were destroyed. 

Lydia (80yrs), of Askham Lane, Acomb was visiting 

her sister, Laura Thompson at No 28. Both were killed 
instantly. Lydia is buried with her husband, George, 

who died the previous year. Laura is buried in a 
separate grave in York Cemetery. 

Ahead. Toward the end of this path on the right  is 
the ridged brown ledger with horizontal cross 
Monument to Michael John Buckle 

 
11. Michael John Buckle 

Inscription 

 (on right side) 
Michael John Buckle 

Bomber Commander, RAF, 
Aged 21  

Michael was a Sergeant in the 

RAF Voluntary Reserve. Late 
on 11 January 1943 he was 

member of a crew of 8 consisting of 5 pupils and 

screened pilot, navigator and wireless operator/air 
gunner which took off in an Armstrong Whitworth 
Whitley V from RAF Tilstock, near Wrexham, on a 
night navigational exercise. The plane failed to gain 
height and crashed into high ground at Gwernto Bach 
a few miles away. 7 Crew members, including 
Michael, were killed on impact and the other died on 

his way to hospital.  

This and the adjacent grave of Ronald Shepherd is 
not marked with a CWGC Memorial but both are 
maintained by the CWGC. 

Continue to the end of the path. Turn right and right 
again up the steps. 

!! TAKE CARE ON THE STEPS !! 

Turn left before the Questa Monument and take the 
second path on your right 
 
To the left side of the path are the graves of 6 
Servicemen and to the right are the graves of 4 
Servicemen, 1 victim of the Baedeker Raid and 3 

civilians killed in other raids on York. Details of these 
other raids form an Appendix to this Trail 

!! PLEASE KEEP TO THE PATH !! 

Go ahead towards the Cemetery southern boundary 
wall, noting the CWGC Monuments to your left and 
right. Stop at the T junction. Directly opposite, 
behind the silver birch tree, is the Mass Communal 

Grave. This grave extends from this tree to the pair 
of silver birches some 40 ft to the left 

 

12. Mass Communal Grave 

York was subject to 3 air-raids in 

the latter half of 1941 killing 2 
people. These raids raised in the 
minds of York Council the real 
possibility that future raids could 

result in many deaths and the 
need to intern many unidentified 
bodies.  

In April 1941 it was agreed to 
construct a 40ft long, 9ft wide 
and 10ft deep brick lined 

communal grave. The grave, in 9in brickwork, would 
be in 2 compartments with each compartment taking 
40 bodies. The grave was capped off with steel 
girders at 4ft centre supporting 4ft square precast 

concrete slabs. The whole of the grave was covered 
in 18in of topsoil. The cost of the communal grave 
was £222-14s-6d.  

In the event, all victims of the air-raids were 
identified and claimed by their family. Whilst not used 
for its original intention 4 victims (Martha Howe, 
Lilian Cammidge, Ella Jackson & Betty Pope) of the 
Baedeker Raid of 29 April 1942 and 1 victim (Thomas 
Marsh) of the 2 August 1942 raid are interred here. 
The cost of each burial was 25s (£1.25) plus the 

Minister's Fee. 

Turn left parallel with the Cemetery southern 
boundary wall. Ignore the path coming in from your 

left. After 30m stop at the small white rectangular 
flower urn Monument to Arthur Broadhead 
 

13. Arthur Broadhead 

Inscription 

NFS F/man 
Arthur 

Broadhead 
Killed in Action 

Bootham Cres. 
29.4.1942 Aged 31 

R.I.P.  

During the Baedeker Raid Frank Fox, Fred Simpson 

and Arthur Broadhead, firemen with the National Fire 
Service stationed in Heworth, were called to Bootham 
Crescent to tackle a house fire started by an 
incendiary bomb. 

Frank and Arthur had unrolled their hose pipes and 

Arthur had gone back to check it was coupled up 
correctly. Simultaneously, HE bombs straddled the 
adjacent railway bridge linking Grosvenor Terrace and 
Bootham Terrace. 

Arthur was killed along with 2 Fireguards, Mr Colman 
(Deputy Head Warden), a soldier and some civilians. 

Frank escaped with a slight wound to his thigh, a 

dented helmet and concussion for a few days. 

Fred Simpson, who was operating the pump because 
he had driven to the scene, suffered facial injuries 
caused by shrapnel and lost an eye. 
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Ahead, opposite the three paths coming in from the 
left note the CWGC Monuments to Coates, Robinson 

& Haskins on your right. Immediately beyond the 
third path is the CWGC Monument to Sollitt. 
Immediately beyond this a white headstone and 
kerbed Monument to Frederick Poole 

 
14. Frederick Poole 

On the night of 17 
December 1942 York & 
Humber areas were 
bombed by a lone German 

Raider. The Raider dropped 
explosives and incendiary 
bombs in the Monkgate 
area setting fire to two gas 

holders and badly 
damaging the adjacent school. Frederick of 69 
Monkgate was killed and Alfred Keech, a Fire Warden 

and 4 others were seriously injured. 
Inscription 

In Loving Memory of 
Our Dear Son 
Richard Poole 

Who died June 11th 1935 

Aged 25 years 
To be re-united when time shall know no more 

Also Fred, Dearly Loved Husband of 
May Poole, And Brother of above 
Who was killed Dec 17th 1942 

Aged 34 years 
"Worthy of everlasting love"  

Ahead, passing on your left the CWGC Monuments to 
Jackson, Ward (facing away from the path) and Elliot. 

Continue to the end of the wooded area with the 
CWGC Monument to Wells on your right. Ahead, 
immediately after the large tree on your right turn 
left onto the path 

Pass the hedged Herb Garden on your left. After 30m 
and just before the shrub on your left is the white 
headstone & kerbed Monument to Blenkin 
 

15. Pauline Mary & Christine Elizabeth Blenkin 
 

Inscription 

In 
Affectionate Remembrance of 

Isaac Walter Blenkin 
Died 17 Feby 1924 

Aged 60 Years 
Ivy Phyllis Blenkin 

Died 6 January 1941 
Aged 49 years 

Pauline Mary Blenkin 
Aged 14 years 

Christine Elizabeth Blenkin 
Aged 11 years 

Killed by Enemy Action 
29 April 1942 

Pauline & Christine were a further 2 victims of the 

Baedeker Raid of 29 April 1942. Their mother, Ivy, 
had died of natural causes in the Spring of 1941 and 

the 2 sisters were being looked after by their Aunt, 
Florence Little at 39 Bootham Crescent. 

Pauline, aged 14, and Christine, aged 11, together 
with their Aunt were all killed. 

Ahead, turn left at the cross road. Ahead over the 
next cross road and forward to the distinctive angel 

Monument to Sidney Bowker. Turn left onto the path 
immediately before this Monument. Pass CWGC 
monument to Bell on your left. 4 graves further on is 
the grey granite Monument to the Ezard Family 
 

16. James, Ellen & Muriel Ezard 

Inscription 

To the Dear memory of 
James Ezard 

Aged 50 
Also 

Nellie, His Wife 
(nee Turner) 

Aged 44 
And 

Muriel, Their daughter 
Aged 9 

Who died April 29th 1942 
The result of enemy action 

Sometime we'll understand  

Three more civilian victims of the Baedeker Raid were 

members of the Ezard family - James (50), Ellen (44) 
and their little daughter Muriel who was nine. James 
was a railway labourer, and became a member of the 
National Union of Railwaymen (NUR) in 1928. They 
lived close to James’ work at 53 Chatsworth Terrace 
off Poppleton Road. They were sheltering under a 
table when their home received a direct hit killing the 

whole family. 

Return to the Bowker 'Angel' monument. Turn left, 
past the CWGC monument to Harrison-Gledhill on 
your left. At the 'T' junction turn left and then right 
looking down to the Cross of Sacrifice. After 25m on 
your left is the CWGC Style Monument to  

Bernard Hanratty 
 

17. Bernard Noel Hanratty                                                                        

Inscription 

Flight Lieutenant 
BN Hanratty 

Royal Air Force 
13th June 1953 Age 30 
In Loving Memory of 

Dearest Noel 
Till We Meet Again  

There are only two gravestones 
in the Cemetery that appear to 
be Commonwealth War Grave 

Commission (CWGC) type but they both have ogee 
shaped tops. These have been privately provided for 
servicemen who died outside the qualifying periods 
for a CWGC headstone (4 August 1914 to 31 August 

1921 and 3 September 1939 to 31 December 1947) 
but whose family wanted to show that they were 
serving members of one of the armed forces.  

The first commemorates Flight Lieutenant Bernard 
Noel Hanratty who was stationed at RAF Newton on 

Ouse when he died in 1953.  

The other monument is to Sergeant David Hawksby, 
RASC, who died in 1990. It has its top corners cut 
away, a feature that indicates that it has been 
provided officially by the army after his death in 
service.   

Continued overleaf  
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Bernard Noel Hanratty continued 

Both graves are maintained by the CWGC. 

Bernard Noel Hanratty was born in Dublin and at 
the time of his death was a Flight Lieutenant. On 13 
June 1953 the the Station were involved in a major 
air exercise. Bernard was Navigator to the Squadron 

Leader James Lomus. 264 Squadron had been 
detailed to deliver an attack on a battery of guns on 
low ground in the Tees area.  

During the afternoon of the exercise bad weather 
called for the abandonment of the exercise. However, 
S/Ldr Lomas agreed to deliver the attack himself so 
as not to disappoint the Army. Bernard was not his 

regular navigator.  Due to a slight error in descending 
through the cloud the aircraft clipped the steep 

escarpment at the northern edge of the Moors and 
both crew were killed in the resulting crash. 

Continue to the Cross of Sacrifice passing the CWGC 
monuments to Waring & Hardisty on your left. Turn 

right at the Cross and make your way back to the 
Gatehouse where this Trail finishes. 

Please refer overleaf for the 

TRAIL MAP 

APPENDIX 

VICTIMS OF AIR RAIDS ON YORK DURING WW2 BURIED IN YORK CEMETERY  

1940   

8 August  Jean E Abbott Killed in incident at Osbaldwick 

11 August  1st Bombing Raid  

28 October 2nd Bombing Raid John Thomas March Killed when HE bomb fell on Sefton Avenue, Malton 
Road 

1941   

5 November 3rd Bombing Raid 15 November 4th Bombing Raid 2 January 5th Bombing raid 

16 January 6th Bombing Raid 
Harold Bond Suffered abdominal injuries when HE bomb fell in the Groves. 
Died 19th January 

3 April 7th Bombing Raid  

1942   

29 April   
8th Bombing Raid     52 of the 94 Victims www.stmartinsyork.org.uk provides a full list of those 

who died in the "Baedeker" Raid "Baedeker Raid" 

2 August 
Lone bomber 
dropped 4 bombs 

Sidney Thomas National Fire  Service fireman died in a fire float at King's 
Staithe, near Ouse Bridge 

24 September Bombing Raid 

Percy Beckwith A man in poor health. Bombs fell in adjacent streets and he 
was taken to St Aelred's Rest Centre where he died. 

Thomas Marsh Aged 84 died of shock after the upper rooms of his house 
caught fire 

17 December  Frederick Poole. Lone plane set fire to 2 gasholders near Monkgate. 

1945   

5 March  
Lydia Helstrip & Laura Thompson. Both killed when Canadian Air Force 
plane crashed on house in Nunthorpe Grove 

The website www.yorkairraids.wordpress.com  provides a very comprehensive record of these raids 

We really hope you enjoyed this trail. Why not try another one. 
We hope you enjoyed this trail and that it inspired you to find out more about York Cemetery. 

A trail of this kind can give only a flavour of what the Cemetery has to offer, so why not: 

• Try one of our guided walks 

• Become a Friend of York Cemetery 

• Become a Volunteer 

(Pick up a leaflet or see the website for more details)

This Trail was originally prepared by David Broadley, Helen Nightingale and Baz Ward in 1993. 
Updated in 2017 by Dennis Shaw.  Layout by Keith Lea. 

 
The Cemetery Gatehouse 

Cemetery Road 

York YO10 5AJ 

Tel: 01904 610578 

Email: yorkcemeteryvolunteers@gmail.com 

www.yorkcemetery.org.uk 

Friends of York Cemetery 

Regd. Charity No. 

701091 
 

http://www.stmartinsyork.org.uk/
http://www.yorkairraids.wordpress.com/
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